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J[ KN OW nat whether I may 
be allowed, without the imputa-' 
tion of vanity, to'exprefs the fa- 
tisfadlion I felt on being told by 
my Bookfeller, that another Edi- 
tion of the jipologyfor Chrijiianity 
was wanted. It is a fatisfadion, 
however, in which vanity has no 
part ; it is altogether founded in 
the delightful hope, that I may 
have been, in a fmall degree, in- 
ftrumental in recommending the 
Religion of Chrift to the atten- 
tion of foine, v/ho might not 
othcrwife have confidered it, wdth 

b . ' that 



( vi ) 
that ferious and unprejudiced dif- 
pofition which its importance re*- 
quires. 

The celebrity of the work 
which gave rife to this Apology, 
has, no doubt, principally contri- 
buted to its circulation : could I 
«^ave entertained a thought, that 
it would have been called for fo 
many years after its firft publica- 
tion, I would have endeavoured 
to have rendered it more intrin- 
fccally worthy the public regard. 
It becomes not me however to 
depreciate what the world has 
approved ; rather let me exprefs 
an earned wifti, that thofe who 
diflike not this little Book, will 
I perufc 
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penife larger ones on the fame 
hhjtdi : in them they will fee the 
defeds of this fo abundantly flip- 
plied, as will, I truft, convince 
them, that the Chriftian Religion 
is not a fyftem of fuperftition, in- 
Tented by enthufiafts, and patro- 
nized by ftatefmen, for fecular 
ends, but a revelation of the will |^ 
of God. 

London, 
Maich lo, 1 791- 
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LETTER FIRST, 



Sta, 

IT would giv^ fXkt much unea£« 
nefs to be reputed an enemy to 
free inquiry in religious matters, or 
as capable of being animated into 
any degree of perfonal malevolence 
againft thofe who differ from mt in 
opinion* On the contrary^ I look 
upon the right of private judgment, 
in every concern refpefting God and 
ourfelvesj as fuperior to the controul 
of human authority ; and have ever 
regarded free difquifition as the bell 
mean of illuflrating the dodrincj and 

B eftabliOi^ 
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eftabKfliing the truth of Chriftianity. 
\jtt the followers of Mahomet, and 
the zealots of the church of Rome, 
fupporttheir fcveral religious fyftems 
by damping every eiFort of the hu- 
man intellect to pry into the founda- 
tions of their faith : but never can it 
become a Chriftiani to be afraid of 
being alked a reafon of the faith that 
is in him ; nor a Proteftant, to be ftu- 
dious of enveloping his religion in 
myftery and ignorance ; nor the 
church of England, to abandon that 
moderation by which fhe permits 
every individual etjmire qua veHf, et 
^0fentiat dicere. 

It is nol, Sir, without fome reluc- 
tance, that, under the influence oS 
thefe opinions, I have prevailed upon 
my ielf to addrefs thefe letters to you ; 
and 
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and you will attribute to the fame 
motive my not having given you 
this trouble fooner. I had moreover 
an expcdtation, that the ta£k: would 
have been undertaken by fome per- 
fon capable of doing greater jufticc 
to the fubjed:, and more worthy of 
your attention. Perceiving, however, 
that the two laft chapters, the fifteenth 
in particular, of your very laborious' 
and claffical hiftory of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, had 
made upon many an impreffion not 
at all advantageous to Chriftianity ; 
and that the filenoe of others, of the 
Clergy efpecially, began to be looked 
upon as an acquiefcence in what 
you had therein advanced ; I have 
thought it my duty, with the utmoft: 
rcfpeft arid good-will towiards you, 

6 z 19 



( 4 ) 
to take the liberty of fuggcfting to 
your confideration a few remarks 
upon fome of the pailages which 
have been efteemed (whether you 
meant that they (hould be fo efteem* 
cd or not) as powerfully militating 
againfl that revelation^ which dill is 
to many, what it formerly was to the 
Greeks-^fooUJhneJs ; but which we 

deem to be true, to he the power of 
Cod unto Jalvatim to every one that 
ielievetb. 

To the inquiry by what means the 
Chriftian faith obtained fo remark* 
able a viftory over the eftablifhed re- 
ligions of the earth, you rightly an- 
flvcr. By the evidence of the doc- 
trine itfelf, and the ruling providence 
of its Author* But afterwards, in af- 

figning 
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flgning for this aftoniQiing event five 
fecondary caufesj derived from the 
paflions of the human heart and the 
general circunaftances of mankind, 
you fccm to fome to have infinwted, 
that Chriftianity, like other impof- 
furess might have made its way in 
the worlds though its origin had been 
as human as the means by which you 
fuppoTe it was fpread. It is no wifh 
or intention of mine^ .to fallen the 
odium c^ this iniinuation upon you : 
I (hall fimply endeavour to (hew, 
that the caufes you produce are either 
inadequate to the attainment of the 
^nd propofed ; or that their efficient 
cy, great as you imagine it, was dep- 
rived from other principles than 
thofe you have thought proper to 

mention. 

. B g Your 
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■ Your firft caufe is, " the inflexible, 
and, if you may ufe the expreflion, 
.the intolerant zeal of the Chriftians, 
derived, it is true, from the Jewifli re- 
ligion, but purified from the narrow 
and unfocial fpirit which, inftead of 
inviting, liad deterred the Gentiles 
from embracing the law of Mofes.''— 
Yes, Sir, we are agreed that the zeal 
of the Chriftians was inflexible ; neh 
tber deaths nor life, nor frincipalitmj 
nor powers f nor things frefent^ nor 
things to come, could bend it into {i 
itpcLY^iion from the love of God, which 
was in Chrifi Jejus their Lord : it was 
jan inflexible obftinacyj in not blaf- 
pheming the name of Chrift, which 
€vcry where expofed them to perfe- 
cution ; and which even your amic- 
able and philofophic Pliny thought 

proper. 
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proper, for want of other crimes, to 
punifh with death in the Chriftiails of 
his province.— We are agreed, too, 
that the zeal of the Chriftians was in- 
tolerant ; for it denounced tribulation 
and anguijh upon every foul of man that 
did evilf of tie Jewfrji, and alfo cfihe 
Gentile: it would not tolerate in 
Chriftian worfhip thofe who fup- 
plicatcd the image of Casfar, who 
bowed down at the altars of Paga- 
nifrt, who mixed with the votaries 
of Venus, or wallowed in the filth of 
Bacchanalian feftivals. 

But though we are thus far agreed 
with rcfpeft to the inflexibility and 
intolerance of Chriftian zeal, yet, as 
to the principle from which it was de- 
rived, we are totocoslo divid,ed in opi^ 
nion. You deduce it from the JewiSi 

B 4 reli- 
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religion ; I would refer it to a more 
adequate and a more obvious fource^ 
a full perfuafion of the truth of Chrif- 
tianity. What ! think you that it 
was a zeal derived from the unfocial 
fpirit of Judaifm, which infpired Pe- 
ter with courage to upbraid the whole 
people of the Jews in the very capi- 
tal of Judea, with having delivered up 
Jefusj with having demed bim in the 
prefence of Pilate^ with having dejired s 

i^!irdirer to be gr^^d fhm in ^sfi6^ 

with having killed the Prince cf Ufef 
Was it from this principle that the 
fame apoftle, in conjunftion with 
John, when fummoned, not before 
the dregs of the people (whofe judg* 
ments they might have been fup- 
pofed capable of mifleading, and 
whofe. rcfentment ihty- might have 
defpifed), but before the rulers and 

the 



( 9 ) 
the ddcfs and the fcribcs, the dread 
tribunal of the Jewifli nation, and 
commanded by them to teach no 
more in the name of Jefus— -boldly 
anfivered, that they could not butjpeak 
tbe things which they bad feen and 
beard ? ^hey had feen with their eyes, 
tbey bad bandied with their hands^ tbe 
werd of life s and no human jurif- 
didion could deter them from be- 
ing faithful witneffcs of what they 
had feen and heartl. Here then you 
may perceive the genuine and un- 
doubted origin of that zeal, which 
you afcribe to what appears to me a 
very infufficient caufe ; and which 
the Jewifli rulers were fo far from 
confidering as the ordinary effect of 
their religion, that they were exceed- 
ingly at a lofs how to account for it. % 
wbtn tb^favo tbe holdnejs of Pe* 
B5 ter 
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ter and John^ and perceived that th^ 
were unlearned and ignorant men, the 
marvelled. The Apoftles, heedlefs o 
confequcnces, and rcgardlefs of every 
thing but truth, openly every where 
profeffed themfehres witneffes of th^ 
refurreftion of Chrift ; and with a 
confidence which could proceed from 
nothing but conviftion, and which 
pricked the Jews to the heart, bade 
the boufe of Ifrael know ajfuredly^ that 
God had made that fame JefuSj whom 
they had crucified, both Lord and Chrifi. 

I mean not ta produce thefe in- 
ftances of apoftolic zeal as direct 
proofs of the truth of Chriftianity ; 
for every religion, nayj every abfurd 
fcft of every religion, has had its 
zealots, who have not fcrupled' to 
maintain their principles at the ex- 
pence 
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pence of their lives ; and we ought 
no more to infer the truth of Chrif- 
tianity from the mere zeal of its pro- 
pagators, than the truth of Mah6- 
metanifm from that of a Turk, 
When a man fuffers himfelf to be 
covered with infamy, pillaged of bis 
property, and dragged at laft to the 
block or the (lake, rather thkn give ' 
up his opinion j the proper inference, 
is, not that his opinion is true, .but 
that he believes it to be true : and a 
qjLieftion of ferious difcuflion imnie- 
diately prefents itfelf — upon ^vhat 
foundation has he built his belief-? 
This is often an intricate inquiry, in- 
cluding in it a v^ft compafs of Hb-^ 
man learning : a Bramin^pr a Man- 
darin, who (bould obferve a mif- 
fionary attefting.the truth of Chrif- 
tianity with his blood,- would, nbi. 

B 6 with- 
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witbftandingi have a right to a 
man^ qudlions, before it could I 
CJcpe&ed that he (hoiild give an ai 
jeot to ouF fakb. In the cafe in 
deed of the ApofUes, the inquiry 
would bemach lefs perplexed ; lince 
it would briefly refolve itfelf into 
itus>^whether they were credible re- 
porters of Fafts which they them- 
felves profefled to have feen^— -and 
it would be an eafy matter to (hew, 
that their zeat in attefting what th^ 
were certainly competent to judge of, 
coiUd not proceed from any alhiring 
profpeA of worldly Jntereft or ambi- 
tion, or from any other probaUe mo- 
'flfre than a love of truth. 

But the credibility of the ApoHles' 
Ifftimony, or their competency to 
ju^e of the &aB which tibty rcbM, 
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is not Ddw to be examined ; the quel* 
tfon btfore us (imply relates to the 
principle by which their zeal was 
excited : and it is a matter of real 
aftoniflimenc to me^ that any one 
converfant with the hiftory of the 
firfl; propagation of Chriftianity, ac- 
quainted with the oppoiition it every 
where met with from the people of 
the Jewsj and aware of the repug* 
nancy whidi muft ever fubftft be- 
tween its tenets and thoie of Ju- 
claifm, (hould ever think of deriv-* 
ing the zeal of the primitive Chrif- 
tians from the Jewi(h religion. 

Both Jew and Chriftian, indeed, 
believed in one God^ and abomi; 
nated idolatry ; but this detefbtioh 

' • • 

of klolatryj had it been unaccoiifipa- 
iiied wkh:the belief <>f die refurrec« 

■on 
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of their folemn fedivals ; they could 
neicberaflbciatewith them in their hy« 
meneal nor funereal rites ; they could 
not cultivate their arts^orbefpe^ators 
of their (hows ; in (hort, 19 order to 
cicape the rites of Polytheifm^ they 
were in your opinion obliged to re« 
Aounce the commerce of mankind^ 
and all the offices and amufements 
of life. Now, how fuch an extra* 
vagant and intemperate zeal as you 
here defcribe, can, humanly fpeak* 
iog, be confidered as one of the chief 
^aufef of the quick ppopagatiem of 
Chriiliahity, in opposition to all the 
eftablilhed powers of Paganifm, is a 
circumftance I cap by no means 
comprehend. The Jefuit miffiona« 
jies, whofe human prudence 00 one 
-will queftion, were quite of a contrary 
way of thinking ; and brought a de- 
ferved cenfure upon themfelves for 

not 
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not fcrupling to propagate the faith 
of Chrift, by indulging to their J^a-^ 
gan converts a frequent ufe of idola- 
trous ceremonies. Upon the whole 
it appears to me, that the Christians 
were in oo wife indebted to the 
Jewifh religion for the zeal with 
which they propagated the gofpel 
amongft Jews as well as Gen« 
tiles ;. and that fudi a zeal as yoo de^ 
icribe^ let its prindplc be what ]pdii;i 
'fitsHs cotdi \\trcr i»Tt beta dc^ 
^ifed by any human underftanding 
AS a probable mean of promoting the 
f)rogrefs of a reformation in religion^ 
much lefs could it have been thought 
of or adopted by a few ignorant and 
unconneded men. 

In expatiating upon this fubjie<% 
you have taken an opportunity of 

remark^ 



( ,i8 ) 

i:emarkiAg9 that '^ the contempora* 
ries of Mofes and Jolhua had beheld 
with carelefs indifference the mod 
ftmazing miracles — and that, in con* 
tradition to every known principle 
of the human mind, that (ingular 
people (the Jews) feems to have 
yielded a ftronger and.more ready 
aflent to the traditions of their remote 
anceftors than to the evidence of 
their own fenfes." "This obfervation 
bears hard upon the veracity of the 
Jewifti fcriptures ; and^ was it true, 
would force us either to rgeft then^ 
pr to admit a pofition as extraordinary 
ns a miracle itfelf — that the tefti- 
mony of others produced in the hu- 
man mind a ftronger degree of con- 
viftion, concerning a matter of faft, 
than theteftimony ofthefenfesthem- 
felves. It happens however, in the 

prefent 
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,prcfent cafe, that wc are under no 
-jicceflity of cither rejefting the Jewifla 
fcriptures, or of admitting fuch an 
abfurd pofition; for the fad is not 
true> that the contemporaries of 
Mofes and Jofhua beheld with care- 
lefs indifference the miracles related 
in the Bible to have been performed 
'fik their favour. That thefe miracles 
were not . fufficient to.awe the Ifrael- 
ites into an uniform obedience to the 
'Theocracy, cannot be denied-, but 
yithattyor reafans may be thought 
beft adapted to account for the pro^ 
.penfity of the. Jews to idolatry,. and 
their frequent dcfed^ion from the 
JwrorQiip of the one true God, a *' ftub- 
i>0OT incredulity** cannot he admit* 

.ted as. one of the rri.^ ' 

.... .'. 

To men> indeed, whofc under- 
. . ftandinga 
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(landings have been enlightened by 
the Chriflian'revelation, and enlarged 
by all the aids of human learning; 
who are under no temptations to ido* 
latry from without, and whofe reafoft 
'from within would revolt at the idea 
of worlhipping the infinite Author of 
the univerfe under any created fym^ 
boli-^to men who are compellor)^ 
by the utmoft exertion of their reaibii^^ 
to admit as an irrefiagable tmth, 
what puzzles the firft principles of 
all reafoning— -the eternal exiftence 
of an uQcaufed Being; — and who are 
confcious that they cannot give a 
full account of any one phsnomenoa 
in nature^ from the rotation of the 
great orbs of the univerfe to the ger- 
mination of a blade of grafs, without 
having recourfe to him as the primary 

incomprehenfible caufe ai it ;-*-*and 

who^ 
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who, from feeing him every where, 
have, by a ftrange fatality (convert- 
ing an eiccefs of evidence into a prin- 
ciple of diibelief), at times doubted 
concerning his exiftence any where, 
and jEnade the very univerfe their 
God ;•'— to men of fucb a ftamp, it 
i^pears aknofl: , an incredible thing, 
that any human being which had 
feesi the ofder of nature interrupted, 
or the uniformity of its courfe fuf- 
pended, though but for a moment, 
fliould ever afterwards lofe the im^ 
preffion of reverential awe which 
they apprehend would have been ex* 
cited in their minds. But whatever 
tSeA the viiible interpofidon of the 
Deky might have in removing the 
icepticifm, or confirming the faith, 
^ a few philofophers, it is with me a 
veiry ^eat doubt, whether the people 

m 
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Aunderings^ and the Ugbtmigs^ andit^ 
noifif of the timpeft^ and the nmntains 
fmdking ; mid when the pople Jaw it^ 
tbrf removed and Jlo$d/tfar off: audtb^ 
Jfidunto Mojes^ Speak thou with us, 
and we willhear ; but let not Goi^eak 
with us, Ufi we die. — This again> Sit, 
is the Scripture account o£ the lan- 
guage of the contemporaries of Mofqs 
and Jofliua; and I leave it to you 
to coniider whether this is the ]aa« 
guage offtubbom incredulity, andeare-^ 
lefs indifference. 

Wc are tpld in Scripture, too, that 
whilft any of the contemporaries of 
Mofes and Jofliua were alive, the 
whole people ferved the Lord,: the 
impreffion which a fight of the mi- 
racles had made, was never effaced—* 
nor the obedience, which might have 

been 
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been expeded as a natural confc- 
^uence, refufed — till Mofcs and Jo- 
fliua, and all their contemporaries, 
were gathered unto their fathers ; till 
(mother generation after tbem arofe^ 
V)bich knew not the Lord^ nor yet the 
works which he had done for Ifrael.-^ 
But the people Jerved the Lord all ibe 
days of Jojhua^ and all the days of the 
eiders that outlived Jofhua^ who hadfeen 
ell the great works of the Lord that be 
did for IJraeL 

* 

I am far from thinking jrou, Sir, 
unacquainted with Scripture, or de- 
firous of finking the weight of its tef- 
timony \ but as the words of the hif- 
tory from which you muft have de* 
rived your obfervation, will not fup- 
port you in imputing ^.ar clefs indiffe^ 
rence to the contemporaries of Mofes, 

C or 
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or Jtubhom incredulity to the forefa* 
thers of the Jews, I know not what 
can have induced you to pafs fo fe- 
vere a cenfure upon them, except 
that you look upon a lapfe into ido- 
latiy as a proof of infidelity. In 
anfwer to this I would remark, that 
with equal foundnefs of argument we 
ought to infer, that every one who 
tranfgreffes a religion, difbelieves it ; 
and that every individual, who in 
any community incurs civil pains and 
penalties, is adifbelieverof the exift- 
ence of the authority by which they 
are inflided. The fandions of the 
Mofaic law were, in your opinion, 
terminated within the narrow limits 
of this life ; in that particular, then, 
tbey muft have refembled the (anc- 
tions of all other civil laws : tranjgrefs 
md die is the language of every one 

of 
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trf them, as well as that of Mofes ; 
and 1 know not what reafon wc have 
to expeft that the Jews, who were 
Climated by the fame hopes of tem- 
poral rewards, impelled by the fame 
fears of temporal puniQiments, wit'i 
tjie reft of mankind, fhould have 
been fo fingular in their condudt, 
as never to have liftened to the cla- 
cnours of paffion before the ftill voice 
of reafon ; as never to have preferred 
a prefent gratification of fenfe, in the 
lewd celebration of idolatrous rites, 
before the rigid obfervance of irk- 
fome ceremonies. 

Before I releafe you from the trou- 
ble of this Letter, I cannot help ob- 
ferving, that I could have wilhed you 
had furnifhed your reader with Lim- 
borch's anfvvers to the objections of 

C 2 the 
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the Jew Orobio, concerning the per- 
petual obligation of the law of Mo- 
fes. You have iodeed mentioned 
Limborch with refpeA, in a (hort 
note : but though you have ftu- 
dioufly put into the mouths of the 
Judaifing Chriftians in the apoftolic 
days, and with great ftrength in- 
fcrted into your text, whatever has 
been faid by Orobio or others againft 
Chriftianity, from the fuppofed per* 
pctuity of the Mofaic difpenfation ; 
yet you have not favoured us with 
Any one of the numerous replies 
which have been made to thefe fe^in- 
ingly ftrong objedions. You are 
plcafcd, it is true, to fay, *^ that the 
indullry of our learned divines has 
abundantly explained the ambiguous 
language of the Old Teftament, and 
the ambiguous conduct of the apof- 

tolic 
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tdffic teachers/* It requires, Sir, n<y 
learned induftry to explain what is for 
obvious and fo cxprefs, that he wha 
runs may read it. The language of 
the Old Teftament is this : Behold^ 
the days comey faith the Lord, that I 
will make a new covenant with the 
houfe of Ifraely and with the houfe of 
Judahi not according to the covenant 
fbat I made with their fathers, in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring 
fbem out of the land of Egypt. Thisy 
inethinks, is a clear and folemn de-^ 
claration — there is no ambiguity at all 
in it — that the covenant with Mofes- 
was not to be perpetual, but was in* 
£3me future time to give way to a 
new covenant. I will not detain you 
with an explanation of what Mofe« 
himfelf has faid upon this fubjeft j 
but you may try, if you pleafe, whe- 

C 3 thep 
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ther you can applj' the following de- 
claration, which Mofes made to the 
Jews, to any prophet or fucGeffion of 
prophets, with the fame propriety 
that you can to Jefus Chrift :— *72i^ 
Lcrd thy God will raife up unto thee a 
Trophet from the midft of thee, of tlrf 
bretbrefiy like unto me: unto bimfhaU 
ye hearken. If you think this ambi- 
guous or obfcure, I anfwer. That it 
is not a hiftory, but a prophecy ; a,nd> 
as fuch, unavoidably liable to fdhie 
degree of obfcurity, till interpreted 
by the event* * 

Nor was the condufl: of the 
Apoflles more ambiguous than the 
language of the Old Teftament t they 
did not indeed at firll comprehend 
the whole of the nature of the ne\^r 
difpenfaiion ; and when they did un«* 
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C 3t ) 

derftand it better, they did not think 
proper upon every occafion to uft 
their Chriftian liberty ; but, with 
true Chriftian charity, accommo- 
dated themfelves in matters of indif- 
ference to the prejudices of their 
weaker brethren* But he who changes 
his* condudt with a change- of fenti- 
ments, proceeding from an increafe 
of knowledge, 15 not ambiguous in- 
His conduft ; nor (liould he be ac- 
cufed of a ailpable duplicity, who' 
»i a matter of the lad importance 
endeavours to conciliate the good- 
will of aB, by conforming in a few* 
innocent obfervances to the partieu- 
kr perfuafions of different men. 

One remark more, and I have 
done. In your account of the Gnof- 
tics, you have given us a. very mi- 
ftute catalogue of the objedion^ 
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Mrhich they made to the autho- 
rity of Mofes, from his account of 
the creation, of the patriarchs, of 
the law, and of the attributes 
of the Deity. I have not leifure 
to examine whether the Gnoftics 
of former ages really made all the 
objeftions you have mentioned; I 
take it for granted, upon your au- 
thority, that tliey did: but I am cer- 
tain, if they did, that the Gnoftics of 
modern times have no reafon to be 
puffed up with their knowledge, or 
tote had in admiration as men of 
fubtile penetratioa or refined erudi- 
.tion : they are all miferable copiers, 
of their brethren of antiquity; and 
neither Morgan, nor Tindal, nor 
Bolingbroke, nor Voltaire, have been 
able to produce fcarce a finglc new 
objedion. You think that the Fa* 
thers have not properly anfweredthe 

Gnoftic5- 
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Gnoftics, I make no qiieftion, Sir, 
you are able to arifwer them to your 
own fatisfaftion, and informed of 
every thing that has been faid by 
our induftrious divines upon the fub- 
jedl ; and we (hould have been glad,- 
if it had fallen in with your plan to' 
have adminiftered together with tht 
poifon its aniidotisr : but fince that is 
not the cafej left its malignity (hould 
fpread too far, I muft juft mentibn it 
to my younger readers, that Leland 
and others, in their replies to thef 
modern Deifts, have given very full, 
and, as many learned men appre- 
hend, very fatisfaftory anfwers td 
every one of the objedions which 
you have derived from the Gnof*- 
tic herefy. 

I am, Uc, 
e5 LET- 
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SiRy 

•* ^p* H E doatrkrc of a future life, 
JL impioved by every zddh- 
tional circumflianee which could give 
weight and efficacy to that impor* 
tant trutb>''^ is the fccond of the 
caufes to which you attribute thi^ 
quick inereafe of Chriftianity^ No^;^ 
if we impartially confider the cir-^ 
cumftaBcea of the perfons to whotti 
the dodrine. Dot fimply of a future 
life, but of a future life accompanied 
with puniftimems as well as rewards ;. 
not only of the immortality of the 
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fad, but of t&« rmmorfality of t6e 
foul accompamed with that of the 
refurrcdion, was delivered ; I can'- 
not be of opinion that, abftraftecf 
from the fupernatural teftimony by 
which k was enforced, it tould hav^ 
met with any very extenfivc recepv 
tion amongft theni* 

It was not, that kind of future life 
w&icfa they ej^peded ^ it did noi 
tiold out to th^m the punifhmenta 
of the infernal regions as amies fa^ 
hulas. To the queftion, ^id fi pfi 
mortem maneant animi? they could 
not anfwer with Cicero and the phi* 
lofophers— -B^^/tfi ejfe concede ; be-^ 
caufe there was a great probability 
that it might be quite, otherwife 
with them, I am not to learn that 
ihere are paflages to be picked up 
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in the writings of the ^ntients whicft 
might be produced as proofs of theiF 
cxpeding a future Ikte of puniflhh- 
ment for the flagitious ; but this opi^ 
»ion was worn out of credit before 
the time of our Saviour : the whole 
difputation in the firft book of the 
Tufculan Queftions, goes-, upon the 
other fuppofition. Nor was the abfur^ 
dity of the doftrine of future punifli- 
ments confined to the writings of the 
philofophers, or the cireles of the 
learrned and polite; for Cicero, to men- 
tion no othert, makes no fecret of 
it in his public pleadings before the 
people at large. You yourfelf, Sirj 
have referred to his oration for Clu- 
cntius*: in. this oration, you may re* 
member, he makes great mention of 
a very abandoned fellow, who had 
forged I know not how many wills, 

murdered 



murdered I know not how many 
wives, and perpetrated a thoufand 
other villanies ; yet even to this pro- 
fligate, by name Oppianicus, he is 
perfuaded that death was not the oc* 
cafion of any evil *. Hence, I think, 
we may conclude, that fuch of the 
Romans as were not wholly infeft- 
ed with tlie annihilating notions of 
Epicurus, but entertained (whether 
from remote tradition or enlightened 
argumentation) hopes of a future 
life, had no manner of expedation 
of fuch a life as inc4uded in it the 
fcverity of puniftiment denounced in 

*" Nam nunc qiiidem quid tandem mall iIH 
mors attulit ? nifi fort^ inept i is ac fabulis duci- 
mur, ut exiftimemus apud inferos impiorum fup- 
plicia perferre, ac plures illic ofFendifle inimi- 
cos quam hie reliquiffe— quae ii falfa fint, id 
quod omncs iutelb'gunt, &c« 

the 
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the Chriftian fcheme agamff t&e 
wickedr 

Nor was it that kind of future life 
which they wifhed ; they would have 
been glad enough of an Efyfiuiw 
which could have admitted into is 
men who had fpent this life in the 
perpetration of every vice which cai> 
debafe a^nd pollute the human heart,. 
To abandon every feducing gratifi- 
cation of fenfc, to pluck up every 
ktent root of ambition, to fubdue 
every inipulfc of revenge, to diveft 
themfelvcs of every inveterate habit 
in which their glory and their plea- 
fure confided ; to do all this and 
more, before they could look up ta 
the doArine of a future life without 
terror and amazement, was not, one 
would thinks an eafy undertaking : 

nor 
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nor was k likely that . many woufcE 
forfake the religious inftitutions of 
their anceftors, fet at nought th« 
gods under whofe aufpices the Ca- 
pitol had been founded, and Rome 
made miftrefs of the world ; and fuf«^ 
fer themfelves to be perAiaded inta 
the belief of a tenet, the very men- 
tion of which made Felix tremble, 
by any thing lefs than a full convie* 
tion of the fupernatural authority ol 
thofe who taught it. 

The feveral fchools of Gentile 
philofophy had difcufled, with no 
fmall fubtlety, every argument whicb 
reafon could fuggeft, for and againft 
the immortality of the fbtil-; and 
thofe uncertain glimmerings of the 
light of nature would have prepared 
the minds of the learned for the re- 
ception 
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ception of the full illuftration of thfsi 
ftibjeft by the gofpel, had not the* 
refurredlion been a part of the doc- 

• 

trine therein advanced. But that 
this corporal frame, which is hourly* 
mouldering away, and refolved at- 
laft into the undiftinguiflied mafs oB 
elements from which it was at firfb 
derived, Ihould ever be clothed wid/ 
immortality ; that this corruptible Jhould 
&vcrput on incorruptim-^ is atruth (a' 
far removed from the apprehenfioiv 
of philofophical refearch, fo diflb- 
nant from the common conceptions 
of mankind, that amongft all ranks 
and perfuafions of men it was ef- 
teemed an impoflible thing. At* 
Athens the philofophers had liftened 
with patience to St. Paul, whilft they 
conceived him but a fetter forth of 
firange gods ; but as foon as they corrv- 
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prehended that by the ctvaqm-ig he 
meant the refurreftion^ they turned 
from him with contempt. It was 
principally the infifting upon the 
fame topic, which madeFeftus think 
thai much learning had made him mad* 
And the queftions. How art the dead 
raffed up? and, IFith what body do they 
come ? feem, by Paul's folicitude ta 
anfwer them with fulnefs and pre- 
ciiions to have been not unfrequently^ 
propofed to him by thofe who were 
defirous of becoming. Chriftians* 

The doftrine of a future life theA, 
as promulged in the gofpel, being; 
neither agreeable to the expectations,. 
nor correfponding with the wiflies,. 
nor conformable to the rcafon, of the 
Gentiles, I can difcover no motive 
(fetting afidc the true one, the divine 

power 



( 42 ) 

power of its firfl: preachers) whicb 
could induce them lo receive it j 
and, in confequence of their belief, to 
conform their loofe morals to the 
rigid ftandard of gofpel purity, upon' 
the mere authority of a few con-^ 
temptible fiftiermen of Judea. *■ And 
even you yourfelf. Sir, feem to have 
changed your opinion concerning; 
the efficacy of the expedation of a^ 
fiiturc life in converting the Hea- 
tliensy when you obferve^ in the fol- 
lowing chapter, that << the Pagait» 
multitude referving their gratitude 
for temporal benefits- aTone, rejeft'ed 
the in«ftimable prefent of life amfc 
immortality which was offered to^ 
mankind by Jefus of Nazareth.'^ 

Montefquieu is of opinion that it 
will ever be impc^ble for Chrif- 
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tianity to eftablifti itfelf in China 
and the eaft, from this circuraftance, 
that it prohibits a plurality of wives. 
How then could it havo been pof- 
iible for it to have pervaded the vo- 
luptuous capital, and traverfed the 
utmoft limits, of the empire of 
Rome, by the feeble efforts of hu- 
Oian induRry, or human knavery ? 

But the Gentiler, you are of opi*' 
Aion, were converted by their fears f 
and reckon the doctrines of Cbrid^i^ 
^^peedy appea ranee, of themi lien nium> 
and of die general conflagration^ 
aniongfl: thofe additional circum- 
fiances which gave weight to that 
concerning a future ftate. Before I 
proceed to the examination of the 
efficiency of thefe feveral circum- ' 
(lances in alarming the apprehen- 
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Hons of the Gentiles, what if I fhcruld 
grant your pofiiion ? ftill the mairt 
qucftion recurs — From what fource 
did they derrve the fears which con- 
verted them ? Not furely from the 
mere human labours of men, who* 
were every where fpoken againft, 
made a fpedtacle of, and confidered 
as the filth of the world, and the off* 
fcouring of all things — not furely 
from the human powers of him who 
profefled htmfelf rude injfeecb^ in bo- 
dily prefence contemptible^ and a de* 
fpifer of the excellency of Jpeecb^ and 
the enticing words of men^s wifdom. No, 
fuch wretched inftruments were but 
ill fitted to infpirc the haugluy and 
the learned Romans with any othep 
paflions t;han thbfe of pity or con*- 
tempt.. 

Now^ 
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Now, Sir, if you pleafe, we will 
confider that univerfal expedation 
of the approaching end of the world, 
Avhich, you think, had fuch great 
influence in converting the Pagans 
to the profeffion of Chriftianity. The 
near approach, you fay, of this won- 
derful event had been predifted by 
the Apoftles, ** though the revolu- 
tion of feventeen centuries has in- 
ftrufted us not to prefs too clofely 
the. myfterious language of prophecy 
and revelation.'* That this opinion, 
even in the times of the Apoftles, 
had made its way into the Chriftian 
church, I readily admit ; but that 
the Apoftles ever either prediAed 
tliis event to otliers, or cheriQied the 
expectation of it in themfelves, does 
not feem probable to me. As this 
is a point of fome difficulty and im- 
portance. 
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.p(H"tance, you will fuffer mc to 
plain it at fome length. 

It muft be owned that there a 
feveral paffages in the writings of tl 
Apoftles, which, at the firft vicu 
-feem to countenance the opinion yoi 
have adopted. Now, fays St. Paul, in 
his Epiftle to the Romans, // is high 
time to awake out ofjleep ; for now is our 
Jalvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far fpent^ the day is at 
band. And in his Firft Epiftle to the 
ThefTalonians he comforts fuch of 
them as were forrowing for the lols, 
of their friends, by afluring them 
that they were not loft for ever ; but 
that the Lord, when he came, would 
bring them with him ; and that they 
would not, in the participation of 
any bleffings, be in any wife behirid 
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thofe who ftiould happen then to be 
alive: we, {^ys he (the Chriftians 
of whatever age or country, agree- 
^le to a frequent ufe of the pro- 
noun we), which are alive ^ and-remain 
finto the coming of the Lord^ Jhall net 
: "prevent them which are ajleep ; for the 
Lord himfelf Jhali defcend from heaven 
with a Jhout, with the voice of the 
archangeU and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Cbrift fh'all tife firfi ; 
then we which are alive^ and remain, 
Jhall he caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord. In his* 
Epiftle tc^ the Philippians he ex- 
horts his Chriftian brethren not to 
difquiet themfelves ^vith carking 
.cares about their temporal concerns, 
from this powerful confideration, 
that the Lord was at hand ; Let your 

moderation be known unto all men ; the 
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Ijord is at hand ; he careful about 
thing. The apoftle to the Hebn 
inculcates the fame dodrine, adir 
nifbing his converts to provoke c 
another to love, and to good works j ai 
Jo much the more, as they Jaw the dc 
approaching. The age in which th 
Apoftles lived, is frequently callec 
by them the end of the world, the 
laft days, the laft hour. I think it 
unneceflary. Sir, to trouble you with 
an explication of thefe and other 
fimiiar texts of fcripture, which are 
ufually adduced in fupport of your 
opinion ; fince I hope to be able to 
give you a dired proof, that tlie 
Apoftles neither comforted them- 
felves, nor encouraged others, with 
the delightful hope of feeing their 
inafter coming again into the world. 
It is evident then that St. John, who 
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furvlvcd all the other Apoftles, could 
not have had any fuch expedation ; 
fince in the Book of the Revelation, 
the future events of the Chriftian 
4church, which were not to take place, 
many of them, till a long feries of 
years after his death, and fome of 
which have not yet been accom- 
plilhed, are there minutely defcribed. 
St. Peter, in like manner, ftrongly 
intimates, that the day of the Lord 
might be faid to be at hand, though 
it was at the diftance of a thoufand 
years or more ; for in replying to 
the taunt of thofe who did then, or 
fliould in future afk, ffT:>ere is the 
fromije of bis coming ? he fays, i?^- 
l^jvedy be not ignorant of this one things 
that one day is with the Lord as a thou^ 
Jand years, and a thoufand years as one 
day : The Lord is not flack concerning 
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Jbis promife, as fame men count flackneji. 
And he fpeaks of putting off his 
tabernaclei as the Lord had (hewed 
him ; and of his endeavour^ that th0 
Chriftians after his deceafe might bd^ 
able to have thefe things in remem- 
brance : So that it is paft a doubt, 
he could not be of opinion, that the 
Lord would come in his time. As 
to St. Paul^ upon a partial view of 
whofe writings the doftrine concern- 
ing the fpeedy coming of Chrift is 
principally founded ; it is manifcft, 
that he was confcious he fliould not 
live to fee it, notwithftanding the 
cxprefiion before mentioned, we 
which are alive; for he foretels his 
own death in exprefs terms — tie 
time of my departure is at hand ; and 
he fpeaks of his reward, not as im^- 
mediately to be conferred on him $ 

but 
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but as laid up, and referved for him 
till fome future day — / have fought a 
lood fight, I have finijhed ffff courfe \ 
henceforth there is laid up for me a 
mzvn cf righteoufnefs y which the Lord^ 
the righteous judge, Jhall give me at 
that day. There is moreover one 
paflage in his writings, which is fo 
€xprefs, and full to the purpofe, that 
it will put the matter I think beyond 
all doubt; it occurs in his fecond 
Epiftle to the Theflalonians : They, 
it feems, had either by miGnterpreting 
fomc parts of his former letter to 
them, or by the preaching of fome, 
who had not the fpirit of truth ; by 
fome means or other, they had been 
led to expeft the fpeedy coming of 
Chrift, and been greatly difturbed in 
mind upon that account. To remove 
this error, he writes to them in the 
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following very folemn and affec- 
tionate manner : We befeecbyouy bre- 
ihren, by the coming of our Lord Jefus 
Chrifi^andby our gathering together unto 
him, that ye be not Joon Jhaken in mind^ 
ar be troubled, neither by/pirit^ nor by 
wordy nor by letter as from usy as that 
the day of the. Lord is at hand; let no 
man deceive you by any means. He 
then goes on to defcribe a falling 
away, a great corruption of the Chrif- 
tian church, which was to happen 
before the day of the Lord. Now 
by this revelation of the man of fin, 
this myftery of iniquity, which is to 
be confumed with the fpirit of his 
mouth, deftroyed by the brightnefs 
of his coming, we have every reafon 
to believe, is to be underftood the 
pad and prefent abominations of the 
church of Rome. How then can it 

be 
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be faid of Paul, who clearly forefaw 
this corruption above feventeen hun- 
dred years ago, ihut he expeded the 
coming of the LxDrd in his own day ? 
Let us prefs, Sir, the myfterioiis lan- 
guage of prophecy and revelation, af 
clofely as you pleafe ; but let us prefr 
k truly ; and we may, perhaps, find 
reafon from thence to receive, with 
lefs reludance, a religion, which de^ 
fcribes a corruption, the ftrangenefs 
of which, had it not been foretold 
in unequivocal terms, might have 
amazed even a friend to Chrif- 
tianity,. 

I will produce you, Sir, aprophccy,i 
which, the more clofely you prefs it, 
the more reafon you will have to be-' 
lieve, that the fpeedy coming of 
Chrift could never have been fre^ 
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^llid by the Apoftles. Take ft, as 
tranilated by BiQiop Newton : BuP 
the ^irit Jpeaketb exprefslyj that in the 
latter times y/ome Jhall apojlatize from 
the faith ; giving heed to erroneous J^i- 
rits, and doSlrines concerning demons ,. 
through the hyfocrify of liars ; having 
their confcience feared with a red-hot 
iron I forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abjiainfrom meats. — Hera 
you have an exprefs grophecy^ — the 
Spirit hath fpoken it — that in the 
latter times — not immediately, but 
at fome diftant period— fqipe fhouldt 
apoftatize from the faith — fome, wha 
had been, Chriftians, ftiould in truth: 
be io no longer— but (hould give 
heed to erroneous fpirks, and doc* 
trines concerning demons : — Prefs^ 
this expreffion clofely, and you may,, 
perhaps, difcover in it the erroneous 
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fcncfs, and the demon or faint wor- 
fliip, of the church of Rome ;— ^ 
through the hypocrify of Hars : — You 
recognize, no doubt, the priefthood, 
and the martyrologifts ;--^ — having, 
their confcience feared with a red* 
hot iron :— Callous^ indeed, muft his 
confcience be^ who traffics in indul- 
gences }— ^forbidding to marry, and 
commanding toabftain from meats : 
-^^This language needs no preding ^ 
ic difcovers, at once, the unhappy 
"Votaries of monaftic life, and the 
lafiortal fin of eating flefli on fai^ 
days. 

If, notwithftanding what has teen- 
faid, you (hould ftill be of opinion, 
that the Apoftles expedted Chrift 
would come in their time ; it will nott 
follow^ that this their error ought in 
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any wife ta diminilh their authoricf 
as preachers of the gofpel. I am 
fenfible this pofition may alarm eveti 
fome wcll-wiftiers to Chriftianity ; 
and fupply its enemies with what 
they will think an irrefragable argu- 
ment : The Apofl;les, they will fey, 
were infpired with the fpirit of truth ; 
and yet they fell into a grofs miftake, 
concerning a matter of great impor- 
tance : how is this to be reconciled ) 
Perhaps, in the following manner : 
When the time of our Saviour's mi- 
fiiftry was nearly at an end, he 
thought proper to raife the fpirits of 
his difciples, who were quite caft 
down with what he had told them 
about his defign of leaving them i 
by promifing, that he would fend ta 
them the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter^ 
the Spirit of truth ; who fhould teach 

them 
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them all things, and lead them intd 
all truth. And we know, that thfs 
his promife was acconiplilhed on the 
day of Penteeoft, when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoft; and we 
know farther, that froiii that time 
forward, they were enabled to fpeafe 
with tongues, to work miracles, to* 
preach the word with power, and to 
comprehend the myftery of the new 
difpenfation which was committed- 
unto them. But we have no reafon- 
from hence to conclude, that they 
were immediately infpired with the 
apprehenfioa of whatever might be 
known ; that they became acquaint- 
ed with all kinds of truth : They 
were undoubtedly led into fuch 
truths as it was neceflary for them to 
know, in order to their converting 
ishe world to Chriftianity ; but in 
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Other t&ings, they were probably lefir 
to the exercife of their undcrftand- 
ings, as other men ufuaUy are. But' 
furely they might be proper witneffes 
of the life and refnrreftion of Chrift>> 
though they were not acquainted 
with every thing which might have 
been known; though, in particular^ 
they were ignorant of the precifi 
time when our Lord would come to 
judge the world. It can be no im- 
peachment, either of their integrity 
as men, or their ability as hiftorians^ 
or their honefty as preachers of the 
gofpel, that they were unacquainted 
with what had never been revealed 
to thems that they followed their 
own underftandings where they had 
no better light to guide them;, 
fpeaking from conjedure^ when they 
could not fpeak from certainty ; of 

thenv- 
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tliemfelves, wlicn they had no cfbiiir- 
mandment of the Lord. They kne^^ 
but in part, and they prophefied but 
in part; and concerning this particu- 
lar point, Jefus himfelf had told them, 
juft as he was about finally to leave 
them, that it was not for them to 
know the times and the feafonSj which 
the Father had put in his own power ^ 
Nor is it to be wondered at, that the 
Apoftles were left in a ftate of uncer- 
tainty concerning the time in which' 
Ghrift Ihould appear ; fince beings * 
fer more exalted, and more highly 
fevoured' of heaven than they, were 
trnder an equal degree of ignorance : 
Of that dayy fays our Saviour, and of 
that hour, knoweth »o one ; m, not the 
angels which are in heawn, neither the 
Son, but the Father cnly.^^l am afraid, • 
Sir, I have tired you with fcripture 
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quotations ; but if I have been fortip-* 
nate enough to convince you, either 
that the fpeedy coming of Chrift was^ 
never expedtedy much left prediSted^ 
by the Apoftles f or that their mif- 
take in that particular expectation, 
can in no degree diminifb the general 
weight of /their teftimdny as hifto- 
rians, I Ihall not be forry for the ennut 
I may have occafioned you* 

The doftrme of the Millennium* is^ 
the fecond of the circumftances whicte 
you produce, as giving weight to that 
of a future ftate ; and yow reprefent 
this doftrine as having beea" care- 
fully inculcated by a fucceffion of the 
fathers, from Juftin Martyr and Ire* 
naeus down to Laftantius^j** and ob* 
ferve tliat, when " the edifice of the 
* church was almoft completed, the 

tempo*^ 
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temporary fupport was laid afiJc :^ 
and in the notes you refer us, as a 
proof of wBat you advance, to " Ire- 
nausi the difciple of Papias, who 
had feen the apoftle St. John/* and 
to rhe fecond Dialogue of Juftin with 
Tryphor^ 

I wiffi, Sir, you had rurned to Eu- 
fcbius, for the eharafter of this Pa^ 
pias, who had feen the apoftle St* 
John ; you would there have fpund 
him reprefented as little better than a 
credulous old woman ; very averfe 
from reading,, but mightily given to 
pic)cing upftpries and. traditions next 
to fabulous ; amongft which Eufe* 
bius reckons this of the Millennium 
one. Nor is it, I apprehend ^ quite 
certain, that Papias ever faw, much 

fcfs difcourfed, zs fecms to be infi»- 

nuatedj 



flUatedi with the apoftle St. Johit; 
Bufebius thinks rather, that it was 
Jbhn the prefbyter he had fecn. But 
vhat if he had feen the apoftle him* 
felf ? Many a weak-headed man had 
undoubtedly feen him as wella« Pa- 
pias; and it would be h^rd- indeed- 
npon Chriftians, if they were com- 
pelled to receive as apoilolical tradi- 
tions the wild reveries of ancient en* 
ihufiafm, or fuch crude conceptions 
of* ignorant fanaticifm^ as nothing 
but the ruft of antiquity can render 
rcnerable, • 

As to the'works of Juftin, the very' 
dialogue you refer to contains a * 
proof, that thedoftrine of the Millen- 
nium had not, even in his time, the 
uuiverfal reception you have fup- 
pofed; but -that many Chriftians of 

pure* 



( 6r y 

pure aitd-pious principles rejected if*- 
I- wonder how this paffage efeaped' 
you; but it may be that you fol-* 
l6wed Tillotfon, who himfelf fol- 
lowed Mede, and read in the origin 
nal jf inftead ofopo j and thus unwarily 
violated the idiom of the I^guage^ 
the fenfe of the context, and the aa>» 
thority of the bed editions K In the 

Hote 

♦' Juftfn, in anfwermg the queftion pro]>ofed 
by Trypho, Whether the Chriftians beh'eved 
the do^rine of the Millennium^ fays, ilfjto\oyitiav& 
V9 0'oi n.ak v^oTi^Vy QTi tyu fxtv koh oX^ot toroXXoi 

c^fivnf, IloXXtff ^ctv x»i TUi T1K KAOAPAX KAI 
£Y2:EBOYXoy7ic;# X^tsnaywirrKnMHS TtfTo/AD yvw* 
^»^f(fy tanfjiatfct.a-oi. The note fubjoined to.this 
paffage out of Juftin, in Thirlby's £d. an* 
1722. 18, [noXX^j^dW x«i rm t»)$ xoSa^otj] Me- 
du8 (quern fequitur Til2otfonus> Reg. Fidei 

per 
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note you obferve,that it is unneceffa- 
ry for you to mention all the interme- 
diate fathers between Juftin and Lac- 
tantius> as the faft, you fay, is n0t 
difputed. In a man who has read 

m 

fo many books, and to fo good a 
purpofe,. he muft be captious indeed; 
who cannot excufe finall miftakes. 
That unprejudiced regard to truth' 
however, which is the great charac- 
teriftic of every difUnguiftied hifto- 
rian, will, I am perfuaded, make you-, 
thank me for recalling to your me- 
mory, that Origen,. the moft learned 

per ill, fe£^. 9^ p. 756, & feq.) legit rup h rn^ 
uat6cc^af. Vehementer errant viri praeclari. . 

And in Jebb's Edit. an. 1719, we have the 
following note : Do^tina itaque dc Millennio, 
neque erat univerfalis ecclefise traditio, nee 
opinio de fide recepta> &c. 

of 
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of all the fathers^ and DionyHus, bi'- 

Ihop of Alexandria, ufually for hii 

Jmrnenfe erudition furnamed the 

<5reat, were both of them prior to 

^a<ftantiuS| and both of them im« 

^ugnersof the Millennium dodrinc. 

ILook, Sir, into Mofheim, or almoft 

m y writer of ccclefiafticalhiAory; and 

ou will find th^ oppofition of Ori« 

;en and Diony figs tO' this fyflem par« 

jcularly noticed : look into fo com« 

xnon an author as Whitby, and ia 
liis learned treatife Upon this fubjedt^ 
you will find he has well proved 
thefe two propofitions : firft, that 
this opinion of the Millennium was 
never generally received in the 
church of Chrift ; fecondly, that 
there is no juft ground to think it 
was derived from the Apoftles. From 
hence^ I think, we may conclude^ 

that 
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were in any eminent degree calcu- 
lated to fpread the belief of Chrif- 
tianicy amongll a great and an ett^ 
lightened people. 

They confided, yott tell us, " of 
divine infpirations, conveyed (bme- 
times in the form of a ileeping^ fome* 
times of a waking vifion ; and were 
liberally bedewed on all ranks of 
the faichfuli on women as on elders, 
on boys as well as upon bifhops. 
^* The defign of thefe vifions^ 
you fay, •' was for the moft part ei- 
ther to difclofe the future hiftory, or 
to guide the prefent adminiftratioa 
of the church/' You fpeak of ^* the 
cxpulfion of demons as an ordina- 
ry triumph of religion, ufually per- 
formed in a public manner; and 
when the patient. was relieved by the 

ikill 
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ikill or the power of the exorcift, the 

vanquiQied demon was heard to con- 

fefs, that he was one of the fabled 

gods of antiquity who had impioufly 

ufurped the adoration of mankind ;" 

and you reprefent even the miracle 

of the refurreftion of the dead, as 

^frequently performed on neceffary 

^occafions. — Caft your eye. Sir, upon 

"^he church of Rome, and afk your* 

^elf(Iputthe queftion to your heart, 

^nd beg you will confult that for an 

anfwer; afk yourfelf) whether her 

abfurd pretenfions to that very kind 

of miraculous powers, you have here 

difplayed as operating to the increafe 

of Chriftianity, have not converted 

half her numbers to Proteftantifm, 

and the other half to Infidelity ? 

Neither the fword of the civil ma- 

giflxate, nor the poffcflion of the keys 

of 
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of heaven, nor the terrors of her f{»- 
ricual thunder, have been able to 
keep within her pale, even thofe who 
have been bred up in her faith; how 
then (hould you think, that the very 
caufe which hath almoft extinguilhed 
Chriftianity among Chriflians, (hould 
have eftabliflied it among Pagans ? 
I beg I may not be mifunderftood j I 
do not take upon me to fay, that ail 
the miracles recorded in the hiftoryof 
the primitive church after the apofto- 
lical age, were forgeries ; it is foreign 
to the prefent purpofe to deliver any 
opinion upon that fubjed ; but I do 
beg leave to infift upon this, that 
fuch of them as were forgeries, muft 
in that learned age, by their eafy dc- 
tedion, have rather impeded than 
accelerated the progrefs of Chrif- 
tianity : and it appears very probable 

to 
^3 
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€0 mc, that nothing but the f ecent 

prevailing evidence of real, unquef- 

tioned^ apoftolical miracles, could 

\Lave fecured the infant church from 

"being deftroyed by thofe which were 
::^alfely afcribed to it^ . 

It is not every man who can nicely 
tpara?te the corruptions of religion 
from religion itfelf; nor jufily ap-* 
jponion the degrees of credit due 
-to tii^ diverfities of evidence; and 
thofe who have ability for the taflc, 
are ufually ready enough to ernan^ 
ripate themfelves from gofpel re* 
ftraints (which thwart the propen- 
fitiesof fenfe, check the ebullitions 
of paffion, and combat the prejudices 
of the world at every turn) by blend- 
ing its native fimplicity with the fu- 
perftitions which have been derived 

from 
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from It. No argument fo well fuited 
to the indolence or the immorality 
of manl^ind^ as that priefts of all ages 
and religions are the fame ; we fee 
the pretenfions of the Romilh prieft- 
hood to miraculous powers^ and we 
know them to be falfe ; we are con* 
fcious, that they at leafl: muft facri- 
fice their integrity to their intereft, 
or their ambition ; and being per- 
fuaded, that there is a great fame- 
nefs in the pafEons of mankind, and 
in their incentives to aftion; and 
knowing, that the hiftory of paft ages 
is abundantly ftored with (imilar 
Claims to fupernatural authority, we 
traverfe back in imagination the moft 
diftant regions of antiquity ; and 
finding, from a fuperiicial view, no- 
thing to difcriminate one fet of men, 

or one period of time fiom another; 

we 
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wc haftily conclude, that all revealed 
Jieligion is a cheat, and that the 
oniracles attributed to the Apoilles 
mhcmfelves are fupported by no bet- 
ter teftimony, nor more worthy our 
attention, than the prodigies of Pa- 
ftory, or the lying wonders of 
apal artifice. I have ho intention, 
^ji this place, to enlarge upon the 
«niany circumftances, by which a can* 
^id enquirer after truth might be* 
enabled to diftinguifli a pointed dif- 
ference between the miracles of Chrift 
and his Apoftles, and the tricks of 
ancient or modern fuperftition. One 
obfcrvation i would juft fuggeft to you 
upon the fubjeft; the miracles record- 
ed in the Old and New Teftamentare 
fo intimately united with the narra* 
tion of common events, and the or* 
dinary tranfaftions of life, that you 

£ cannot. 



( 74 ) 

tannot, as in profane hiftory, fcpa- 
rate the one from the other, Mjr 
meaning will be illuftrated by an in* 
ftancc : Tacitus and' Suetonius have 
handed down to us an account of 
niany great adions perforrned by 
Vefpafian; amongft the reft, they 
inform us of iiis having wrought fome 
miracles, of his having Cured a lame 
man, and reftored fight to one that 
was blind. But what they tell us of 
thefe miracles, is fo unconneded 
with every thing that goes before and 
after, that you may rejeft the rela- 
tion of them without injuring, in any 
degree, the confiftency of the narra- 
tion of the other circumftances of 
his life : on the other hand, if you 
rcjedt the relation of the miracles faid 
to have been performed by Jefus 
Chrift, you muft neceflariiy rejcdt 

the 
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the account of his whole life, and 
of feveral tranfadions, concerning 
which we have the undoubted tefti- 
mon];» of other writers befides the 
Evangelifts. But if this argument 
(hould not ftrike you, perhaps the 
following obfervation may tend to 
remove a little of the prejudice 
ufually conceived againft gofpel mi- 
racles, by men of lively imaginations, 
from the grofs forgeries attributed 
to the firfl: ages of the church. 

The phafenomena of phyfics are 
fometimes happily illuftrated by an 
hypothefis; and the moft recondite 
truths of mathematical fcience not 
unfrequently inveftigated fiom an 
abfurd pofition : what ifwe try the fame 
method of arguing in the cafe before 
us ? Let us fuppofe then,' that a new 

E 2 reve- 
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revelation was to be promulged to 
mankindi and that twelve unlearned 
and unfriended men, inhabitants of 
any country moft odious and delpi- 
cable in the eyes of Europe, (hould 
by the power of God be endowed ^ 
with the faculty of fpeaking lan- 
guages they had never learned, and 
performing works furpaffing all hu- 
man ability ; and that being ftrongly 
imprefled with a particular truth, 
which they were commiffioned to 
promulgate, they (hould travel not 
only through the barbarous regions 
of Africa, but through all the learn- 
ed and poliflied ftates of Europe ; 
preaching every where with unre- 
mitted fedulity a new religion, work- 
ing ftupendous miracles in attefta- 
rion of their miflion, and communi- 
cating to their firft converts (as a 

fe:il 
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feal of their converfion) a variety of 
-fpiritual gifts ; does it appear pro- 
bable to you, that after the death of 
thefe men, and probably after the 
deaths of moft: of their immediate 
fucecffors, who had been zealoufly 
attached to the faith they had feen 
fo miraculoufly confirmed, that none 
would ever attempt to impofe upon 
the credulous or the ignorant, by a 
fictitious claim to fupernatural pow^ 
ers ? woirfd none of them afpire to 
the gift of tongues ? would none of 
them miftake phrehzy for illumina- 
tioDj and the delufions of a heated 
brain for the impulfes of the fpirit ? 
would none undertake to cure inve*- 
terate diforders, to expel demons, or 
to raife the dead ? As far as I can 
apprehend^ we ought, from fuch a 
poiition> to deduce, by every rule 

E3 of 
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of probable reafoning, the prccife 
conclufion, which was in faft veri- 
fied in the cafe of the Apqftles ; 
every fpecies of miracles, which 
heaven had enabled the firft preach- 
ers to perform/would be counter- 
feited, either from mifguided zeal 
or interefted. cunning, either through 
the imbecility or the iniquity of manr 
kind ; and we might juft as reafon* 
ably conclude, that there never was 
any piety, charity, or chaftity in. the 
world, from feeing fuch plcoty of 
pretenders to thefe virtues, as that 
there never were any leal miracles 
performed, from confidcring the 
great ftore of thofe wbicli have been 
forged. . 

But, I know not how it has hap- 
pened, there are many ia the pre- 

fent 
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fcnt age (I atn far from including 
you. Sir, 19 the Dumber) whofe pre- 
judices againil all miraculous events 
have arifen to that height, that it 
appears to them utterly impoffible 
for any human teftimony, however 
great, to ellablifh their credibility, 
I beg pardon for {lyling their reafon* 
ing» prejtidice; 1 have no defign 
to ^re offence by that word ; tbey 
may, with equal right, throw the 
lame imputation upon mirxQ ; and I 
think it juft as ilUberal ia divioq9» 
to attr&ute the fceptictfm of evccy 
Dei& to wilful infidelity } as it is in 
the Dcifts, to refer the feith of every 
divine to profeflional bias. I have 
not had fo little intercourfe with maa- 
kind> nor (hunned fo much the de* 
lighiful freedom of focial coaverfe, 

£ 4 as 
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as to be ignorantj that there are 
many men of upright morals and 
good underftandings^ to whom, as 
you exprefs it, *' a latent and even 
involuntary fcepticifin adheres ;'* and 
who would be glad to be perfuaded 
to be Chriftians : and how fevere 
foever fome men may be in their 
judgments concerning one another; 
yet we Chriftians, at leaft, hope and 
believe, that the great Judge of all 
will make allowance for '^ our ha- 
bits of ftudy and refledion,** for va- 
rious circumftances, the efficacy of 
which, in giving a particular bent to 
the underftandings of men, we can 
neither comprehend, nor eftimate« 
For the fake of fuch men, if fuch 
Ihould ever be induced to throw an 

hour away in the peruial of thefe let- 
ters. 
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ters, fuffer me to ftep for a moment 
out of my way, whilft I hazard art 
obfervation or two upon the fubjeft* 

Knowledge is rightly divided by 

Mr, Locke into intuitive, fenfitive, 

and demonftrative. It is clear, that 

a paft miracle can neither be the ob- 

jeft of fenfe nor of intuition, nor 

confequently of demonftration ; we 

cannot then, philofophically fpeak- 

ing, be faid to know^ that a miracle 

has ever been performed. But, in 

all the great concerns of life, we 

arc influenced by. probability rather 

than knowledge : and of probabi* 

lity, the fame great author eftab- 

lilhes two foundations ; a confor- 

mity to our own experience, and the 

tellimony of others; Now it is con*^ 

tended, that by the oppofition of 

E5 thefe 
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thcfe. two priacipks^ probability is 
deftroyed ^ cf^ m other t^rms^ that 
bumaB teflimooy aior never influence 
the mind to affent to a propofition 
repugnant to uniform experience. — 
Whofe experience do you mean ? 
You will not fay, your owa ; for the 
. experience of an individual reaches 
but a little way ; and no doubt, you 
daily affent to a thoufand truths in 
politics, in phyfics^ and in the bufi- 
nefs of common life, which you have 
never feen verified by experience. — 
You will not produce the experience 
of your friends ; for that can extend 
iifelf but a little way beyond your 
own.— But by uniform experience, 
I conceive, you are defirous of un- 
derftanding the experience of all ages 
and nations fince the foundation of 
the world. I anfwer, firft^ how is 

7 it 
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It that you become acquainted with 
the experieDce of all ages and na* 
UOLS ? You will repl) , from hiftoiyi 
—Be it fo :— Perufe then by far the 
moft ancient records of antiquity; 
and if you find no mention of mi- 
racles in them^ I give up the point. 
Yes ; — but every thing related there- 
in refpeding miracles, is to be rec^ 
koned fabulous.— Why ?— Becaafe 
miracles contradidt the experience of 
all ages and nations. Do you not 
perceive. Sir, that you b^ the very 
^ueftfon in debate ? foif we affirm^ . 
that the great and learned nation of 
Egypt, that the Heathen inhabiting 
the land of Canaan, that the nunie-^ 
rous people of the Jews, and the na* 
tfons whichi for ages, farrounded 
them, have all had great experience 
of miraclesr» You cannot otherways 

E 6 obviate 
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obviate this conclufion j than by que& 
tioning the authenticity of that book^ 
concerning which, Newton, when he 
was writing his Commentary on Da- 
niel, exprefled himfelf to the per^ 
fon * from whom I had the anec* 
dote, and which deferves not to be 
loft : " I find more fure marks of 
authenticity in the Bible, than in any 
profane hiftory whatfoever/* 

However, I mean not to prefs you 
with the argument ad verecundiam ; it 
is needlefs to folicit your modefty^ 
when it may be poffible, perhaps, to 
make an impreffion upon your judg- 
ment : I anfwer, therefore, in the 
fecond place, that the admiiSon of 
the principle by which you rejeft 

* Dr. Smith, late Matter of Trinity College 

miraclesj 
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miracles^ will lead us into abfurdicjr* 
The laws of gravitation are the moft 
obvious of all the laws of nature ; 
every perfon in every part of the 
globe^ muft of neceffity have had ex- 
perience of them. There was a time 
when no one was acquainted with the 
laws of magnetifm ; thefe fuipend ia 
many inftances the laws of gravity : nor 
can I fee, upon the principle in quef- 
tion, how the reft of mankind could 
have credited the teftimony of their 
firft difcoverer ; and yet to have re- 
jedted it, would have been to rejeft 
the truth. But that a piece of iron 
(hould afcend gradually from the 
earth, and fly at laft with an increaf* 
ing rapidity through the air ; and at* 
taching itfelf to another piece of irorn 
or to a particular fpecies of iron ore^ 
(hould remain fufpended in oppofi-> 

lion 
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tion to die aftion^ of its gravity, is 
€on{bnant to the laws of nature.—^ 
grant it ;. but there was a time when 
It was contrary, I fay not to the laws 
of nature, but to the unifi3nn expev 
rtence of all preceding ages and 
countries ; and at that particular 
point of time, the teftimony of an- 
individual, or of a dozen indivi« 
duals, who fhould have reported' 
themfelves eye witneffes of fuch a* 
fa6t, ought, according to your arguv 
mentation, to have been received as 
fabulous. And what are tbofe laws 
of nature, which, you think, can ne* 
ver be fufpended ? are they not dif*- 
ferent to different men, according to 
the diverfities of their comprehen- 
fion and knowledge ? and if any one 
pf them (that, for inftance, which 
rules the operations of magnetifin or 

eledri- 
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dedricity) ikotild hswre been fcnoMni 
to you or to me alone, whilft all the* 
reft of the world were unacquainted 
with it ; the effe&s of it would have- 
been new, and unheard, of in the 
atmals^ and cootrar}' to the expe* 
rience, of mankind; and therefore 
ought not, in your opinion, to have 
been believed. Nor do I underftand 
what difference, as to credibility, 
there could be between the effedls of 
fuch an unknown law of nature and 
a miracle : for it is a matter of no 
moment, in that view, whether the 
fufpenfion of the known laws of na- 
ture be effefted, that is, whether a 
miracle be performed, by the me- 
diation of other laws that are un- 
known, or by the miniftry of a per- 
fon divinely commiffioned j fince it 
is impoflible for us to be certain, 

that 
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that it is contxadidory to the cohRl* 
tution of the univerfej that the laws 
of nature, which appear to us gene- 
ral, (hould not be fufpended, and 
theiraftion over-ruled by others^ ftill 
more general; though- lefs known ; 
that is, that miracles fhould not be 
performed before fuch a being as 
man, at thofe times, in thofe places^ 
and under thofe circumftances, which 
God, in his univerfal providences- 
had pre-ordained. 



I am, &c. 
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I READILY acknowledge the 
utility of your fourth caufe, ^*'thc 
virtues of the firft Chriftians^'' as 
greatly conducing to the fpreading 
their religion j but then you feem 
to quite mar the compliment you 
pay them, by reprefenting their vir- 
tues as proceedii9g either from their 
repentance for having been the mod 
abandoned finners, or from the lau** 
dable defire of fupporting the repu^ 

tation 
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tation of the focicty in which they 
were engaged. 

That repentance is the firft ftep ta 
virtue, is true enough j but I fee no 
reafon for fuppofing, according ta 
the calumnies of Celfus and JuHan, 
*^ that the Chriftians allured into, 
their party, men who waflicd away 
in the waters of baptifm the guilt 
for which the temples of the gods 
Fcfufed to grant them any expiation^** 
The Apoftles, Sir, did not, likcRo*- 
mulus, open an afykim foe debton^ 
ihieYCs, and murderers ; for they had 
not the fanie fturdy means of fecur- 
ing their adherents from the grafp 
of civil power : they did not pcr-^ 
fuadethem to abandon the temples 
of th« gods, becaufe they could there 
obcaia no expiation for their guilt, 
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but becaufe every degree of guilt was 
expiated in them with too great fa- 
cility ; and every vice praftifed, not 
only without remorfe of private con* 
fcience, but with the powerful fane* 
tion of publk approbation. 

'^ After Ac example/* you fay, 
^ of their Divine Mafter, the mif- 
iionaries of the gofpel addreflcd 
themfelves to men, and efpedaUy 
to women, opprefled by the con- 
fcioufnefe, and very often by the ef- 
fcdsi of their vices/*— This, Sir, I 
really think, is not a fair reprefenta- 
tion of the matter ; it may catch the 
applaufe of the unlearned, embolden 
many aftripling to caftofFfor ever the 
fwcet blufti of modefty, confirm ma- 
ny a. diflblute veteran in the pradice 
of bis impure habits, and fuggeH; 

great 
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great occafion of merriment and wair^ 
ton mockery to the flagitious of every 
denomination and every age; but 
dill it will want that foundation of 
truth, which alone can recommend it 
to the ferious and judicious. The 
Apoftles, Sir, were not like the Ita- 
liian Fratricelli of the thirteenth, nor 
the French Turlupins of the fburteentB 
century ; in all the dirt that has been 
raked up againft- Chriftianity, even 
by the worft of its enemies, not a 
fpeck of that kind have they Been 
able to fix, either upon the Apoftles, 
or their Divine Matter, The goP- 
pel of Jefus Chriff, Sir, was not 
preached in fingle houfes or obfcure^ 
villages, not in fubterraneous caves 
and i,d||£ure brothels, not in lazars 
and in prifons; but in the fyna- 
gogues and in the temples, in the 

ftrcets* 
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ftreets and in the market-places of 
the great capitals of the Roman 
provinces ; in Jerufalem, in Corinth, 
and in Antioch, in Athens, in Ephe- 
fus, and in Rome. Nor do I any 
where find that its miffionaries were 
ordered particularly to addrefs them- 
felves to the fliamelefs women you 
mention ; I do indeed find the di-> 
je£l contrary ; for they were or- 
dered to turn away from, to have no 
fellowfliip or infercoiirfe with fuch 
as were wont to creep into boufes^ and 
lead captive ftlly women laden with 
^nSj led away with divers lujis. And 
what if a few women, who had either 
been feduced by their paflions, or 
had fallen vidims to the licentious 
manners of their age^ ftiould be 
found amongft thofe who were moft 
ready to receive a religion that for- 
bad 
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bad all impurity ? I do not appre- 
hend that this circumftance ought to 
bring an infinuation of difcrcdit, ci- 
ther upon the fcx, or upon thofe who 
wrought their reformation. 

That the majority of the firft con- 
verts to Chriftianity, were of an in- 
ferior condition in hfe, may readily 
be allowed ; and you yourfelf have 
in another place given a good rea- 
fon for it; thofe who are diftin- 
guiftied by riches, honours, or know*' 
ledge, being fo very inconfiderable 
in number, when compared with the 
bulk of mankind : but though not 
many mighty, not many noble were 
called ; yet fome mighty, and fomc 
noble, fome of as great reputation as 
any of the age in which they lived, 
were attached to the Chriftian faith. 

Short 
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Short indeed are the accounts, which 
have been tranfmitted to us, of the 
firft propagating of Chriftianity ; yet 
even in thefe we meet with the 
names of many, who would have 
done credit to any caufe : I will not 
pretend to enumerate them all; a few 
of them will be fufficient to make 
you recolleiS:, that there were, at 
leaft, fome converts to Chriftianity, 
both from amdng the Jews and the 
Gentiles, whofe lives were not ftain- 
cd with inexpiable crimes, Amongft 
thefe we reckon Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews ; Jofeph of Arimathea, 
A man of fortune and a counfellor ; 
a nobleman and a centurion of Ca- 
pernaum; Jairus, Crifpus, Softhenes, 
rulers of fynagoguesj A polios, an 
eloquent and learned man ; Zenas, a 
Jewifli lawyer, the treafurer of Can- 
dace 
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dace queen of J£thiopia ; Cornelius^ 
acenturionofthe Italian band; Diony- 
fius, a member of the Areopagus at 
Athens; andSergiusPaulus,amanof 
proconfular or praetorian authority, of 
whom it may be remarked, that if 
he refigned his high and lucrative 
office in confequence of his turning 
Chriftian, it is a ftrong prcfumption 
in itsj favour; if he retained it, we 
may conclude, that the profeffion of 
Chriftianity was not fo utterly incom- 
patible with the difcharge of the of- 
fices of civil life, as you fometimes 
reprefent it. This catalogue of men 
of rank, fortune, and knowledge, 
who embraced Chriftianity, might, 
was it neceffary, be much enlarged ; 
and probably another converfation 
with St. Paul would have enabled us 
to grace it with the names of Feftus, 

and 
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«\d king Agrippa himfelf : not that 
the writers of the Books of the New. 
Teftament feem to have been at all 
iblicitous in mentioning the great or 
the learned who were converted to 
the faith ; had that been part of their 
defign, they would, in the true ftylc 
of impoftors, have kept out of fight 
tJie publicans and finners, the tanners 
and the tentmakers with whom they 
con verfed and dwelt; and introduced 
to oar notice none but thofe who had 
been brought up with Herady or the 
ihief mm of Afia — whom they had the 
honour to number amongfl: their 
friends. 

That the primitive Chriftians took 
great care to have an unfullied repu- 
tation, by abftaining from the com- 
ojiffion of whatever might tend to 

F pollute 
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pollute ic^ IS e^fily admitted ; but w^ 
do not fo eafily grantj that this care 
is a ^^ circumllai\ce which ufually atr 
tends fmall aflemblies of men> whea 
they feparace themfelves from the 
fcody.of a natioo, or rbe religion to 
which they belonged." It did not 
Attend the Nicolaitanes, the Simo-. 
^ians, the Menandrjansi and theCarr 
pocratians in ,the firft ages of thje 
x:hurch, of w^hich you are fpci^ing; 
find it cannot be unknown to you. 
Sir, that the fcandalous vices .4>f 
thefe very eady feAaries, brought ^ 
general and undjiftinguifl\ed cenfure 
upon the Chriflian name j and fo far 
from promoting the increafe of the 
church, excited in the minds of tlie 
Pagans an abhorrence of whatever 
refpefted it : it cannot be unknown 
to you. Sir, that feveral fedaries both 

at 
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at borne and abroad miglit be meor 
t^ionedj who have departed from the 
religion to which they belonged; 
and which^ unhappily for themfelves 
and the community, have taken as 
little care to preferve their reputation 
unrpotted, as thofe of the firft and 
^fecond centuries. If then the firft 
Chriftians did take the <:are you m:en- 
tion (and I ani wholly of your ojri* 
nion in that point) , their folicrtude 
might as candidly, perhaps, and a!i 
reafonably be derived from a fcnfe of 
their duty, and an honeft endeavour 
to difcharge it, as from the mere de- 
fire of increafing the honour of their 
confraternity by the illuftrious inte* 
grity of its members. 

You are eloquent in defcribing 
tibe auftere morality cf the primitive 

F % . Chrif. 
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Chriftians, as adverfe to the propcn^ 
fitics of fcnfe, and abhorrent from 
all the innocent pleafures and amufe- 
ments of life ; and you enlarge, with 
a ftudied minutcnefs, upon their cen^ 
furcs of luxury, and their fentiments 
concerning marriage a^d chaftity r— 
but in this circumdantial enumera- 
tion of their errors or their faults 
(which I am under no oeceflSty of de- 
nying or excufing) you feem to for- 
get the vf ry purpofe for which you 
profefs to have introduced the men- 
tion of ihemi for the pidurc you 
have drjawn is {o hideous, and the 
colouring fo diimal, that inftead of 
alluring to a clofer infpedion, it 
mud have made every man of plea- 
fure or of fenfe turn from it with hor- 
rof or difguft -, and fo far from con- 
trj^tttiDg^^^hc rapid, growth of 
y^^r J 0E^ Chrif- 
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Chriftianity by the aufterity of theif 
manners, it muft be a wonder to any 
one, how the firft Chriftians ever 
made a fingle. convert.^ — It was firft 
objefted by Celfus, that Chriftianity 
was a mean religion, inculcating 
fuch a puflllanimity and patience un« 
der affronts, fuch a contempt of 
riches and worldly honours, a$ muft 
v^eaken the nerves of civil govern- 
ment, and expofe a fociety of Chrif- 
tians to the prey of the firft invaders* 
This objeftioft has been repeated by 
Baylej and though fully anfwered 
by Bernard and others, it is ftill the 
favourite theme of every efprU fort 
of our own age : even you, Sir> 
think the averfion of Chriftians to the 
bafinefs of war and government^ 
*' a criminal difregard to the public 
welfare." To all that has been faid 
vpoxi this fvibjed, it may with juftice, 

F 5 I thinks 
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of his utmoft ability in the fervice 
of the public ; the ntfi quietum nihil 
heatum is no part of the Cbriftian's 
Creed; bia virtue is an aftive virtue; 
and we juftly refer to the fchool of 
Epicurus the doArines concerning 
abftinence from marriage, from the 
cultivation of friendfliip, from the 
maaagement of public affairs, as 
fuited to that felfifli indolence^ which 
was the favourite tenet of his philor 
fophy^ 
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•* 'Tn H E union and the difcipline 
JL of the Chriftian church/' or, 
as you arc plcafed to ftyle it, of the 
Chriffian republic, fs the laft of the 
five fecondary caufes, to which you 
have referred the rapid and exten- 
five fpread of Chriftianity. It mufl 
be acknowledged, that union^ efleiN 
tially contributes to the ftrength of 
every aflbciation, civil, mrlitary, and 
religious ; but unfortunately for your 
argument^ and much to the reproach 

Fs of 




of Chriftians,. nothing has been morer 
wanting amongft them, from the 
apoftolic age to our own, than union. 
lamofPaulyimd Tof JpoUus, and I of 
Cephas y andlofChrifiy are expreflions^ 
of difunion which we meet with ]n> 
the earlieft period of church hiftory : 
and we cannot look into the writings^ 
of any, either friend or foe to <Shrif- 
danity, but we find the one of them* 
lamenting, and the other exulting in^ 
an immenfe catalogue of fe6biries;; 
and both of them thereby furnifliing . 
us with great jicafon to believe, that 
the divifions with refped todoArine,* 
worfhip, and- difcipline^ w^ich have- 
•fver fubfifted in the church, mufti 
have greatly tended^ to hurt the cre^ 
dit of Chriftianity, and to alienate the 
minds of the Gentiles from the re- 
ception^ 



( *07 ) 
^{)tioh of fuch a various and difcor* 
dant faith.' 

I readily grant, that tliefrc was a- 
certain community of doftrine, aft in- 
tercourfe of Kofpitality, and a con- 
federacy of diiciplinc eftablifhed 
atnongft the individuals of every 
church 5 fo that none could be ad- 
mitted into any aflembly of Chrif- 
tians^ without undergding a prieviousf* 
examination into his manner of life** 
(which (hews, by the bye,.chat every 
reprobate could not, as the fit feized- 
Him, or his intereft induced him, be- 
come a Chriflian), * and wi thout pro- 

* NonnuIIi^racpbfiti fent, qtii in vitam et 
Btorcs eoruniy qui admittutitury inquiranty iit 
in>D conceffa facientes candidates religionis ar- 
cnnt a fuis conveniibu8.-^Orig. con* Celf« 
Lib. 2. ' 

F 6 tcfting 
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tefting in the mod folemn manne;^ 
tHat he would neither be guiky of 
murder^ nor adultery, nor theft, nor 
perfidy ; and it may be granted alfo,. 
that thofe who broke this compadt, 
were ejcded by common confent 
from the confraternity iiita which 
they had been admitted i it may be 
further granted^ that thb confede- 
racy extended itfelf to independent 
churches; and that thofe who had^ 
for their immoralities, been exclude- 
ed from Chriftiaa community in any 
one church, were rarely, if ever^ 
.admitted to it by another; juQ: as a. 
member, who has been expelled any 
one College in an Univerfity, is ge- 
nerally thought unworthy of being 
admitted by any other : but it is noe 
admitted, that this feverity and this 
* union of difcipline could ever have 

induced 




induced the Pagans to forfake t&c 
gods of their country, and to expofe 
themfelves to the contemptuous ha- 
tred of their neighbours, and to* 
all the feverities of perfecution ex- 
ercifed^ with unrelenting barbarity^ 
againft the Chriflians.. 

The account you gfve of the ori- 
gin and progrcfs of epifcppal jurif- 
d lotion, of the pre-eminence of the 
Metropolitan churches, and of the 
ambition of the Roman Pontiff^ I 
believe to be in general accurate and 
true ; and I am not in the leaft fur- 
prifed at the bitterness which now 
and then efcapes you in treating this 
fubjedt : for^ to fee the moft benign 
religion that imagination can. form> 
becoming an inftrument of oppref* 
iion ; and the moft humble one ad« 

minifter- 
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iftibifferingto the pride, the afvarfce;* 
and the ambition of thofe who wiflied- 
tx> be coniideitd as its guardians^, 
and who avowed themfidves its pro-' 
feffors, would extoif a cenfure from^ 
men more attached probably to' 
church authority than yourfelf : not 
that I think it either a very candid,^ 
era very ufeful uitdeftaking, to be 
fblely and induftrioufly engaged in' 
portraying'the chara&ers of the pro-^ 
feffors of Chriftianity in the worft co- 
lours ; it is not candid, becatjfe ^^the' 
great law of impartiality, which ob-^ 
Jigcs an Kiftorian to reveal the im- 
perfedions of the uninfpired teach^ 
ers and believers of the gofpel,"' 
obliges him alfo not to conceal, or 
to pafs over with niggard and reluc- 
tant mention, the illuftriou^ virtues^ 
of thofe, who gave up fortune and" 

fame,r 
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ftmei allthcir'comforts,and all their 
liopes in this^ life, nay, life itfelf, nt^ 
thcr than violate any one of the prcsr 
cepts of that; gofpel, which, from the * 
tfeftimony of infpired teachers, they 
conceived they had good reafon to^ 
believe ; it is not ufeful, becaiife *ftO' 
a* carelefs obfcnra:'' (that is to the- 
generality of mankind) ^* their faults^ 
may fcem to cafta ihade on the faith^ 
which tHey profefled ;*'and may really 
itifeA the minds of the young and^ 
unlearned cfpccially, with pr«?judices" 
againft a reli^'on, upon^heit rational' 
reception or rejeftion of whichi i* 
matter of the iitmoft importance may . 
(believe me?, Sir, it' may, for aught 
you or any perfbn dfe can prove to 
the contrary) entirely depend. It is 
an eafy matter to amufe ourfelves 
and others with- the immoralities of 

priefts 
3 
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priefts and the ambition of prelate^ 
with the abfurd virulence of fynods 
and councils^ with the ridiculous doc- 
trines which vifionary ent^hufiafts or 
interefted churchmen have fanftified 
with the name of Chriftian : but « 
difplay of inge.nuity or erudition up^ 
pn fuch fubjedsis much mifplaced^ 
fince it excites almoll in every per- 
fon, an unavoidable fufpicion of the 
purity^ the fource itfelf, from which- 
fuch polluted dreams have been de^ 
rived. Do not miftafce my mean- 
ing ; I am far from wiQiing, that the* 
frlergy (hould be looked up to witb 
a blind reverence, or their imperfec- 
tions fcreened by the fanftity of their 
fundion,^ from the animadv^rfion of 
the world ;. quite the contrary : their 
condu^tj I am of opinion^ ought to 
be more nicely fcrutinized^ and their 

devia9- 
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deviation from the reftitude of the 

gofpel more fevercly cenfured, than 

that of other men ; but great care 

ihould be taken, not to reprefent 

zbeir vices, or their indifcretions,, as 

originating in the principles of their 

*"eligion. Do not miftake me : I 

m not here begging quarter for 

hriftianity ; or contending, that 

en the principles of our religion 

Cliould be received with implicit 

faith ; or that . every objedion to 

Chriftianity (hould be ftifled, by a 

reprefentation of the mifchief it 

might do, if publicly promulged : 

en the contrary^ we invite,, /xay, we 

challenge you to a diredt and liberal 

attack I though oblique glances, and 

difingenuous infinuations, we are 

willing to avoid ; well knowing, that 

the chara<Sler of our religion, like that 
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tif an hotttft man, is* defended wkfr 
greater difficulty againft the fuggeftf- 
ifons of ridicule, and the fecret ma«- 
ISgnity of pretended frieifds, than 
againft pofitive accufations,* and th^- 
ftvowed malice of o|>en entmi^it 

In your account of the primitive 
church, you fct forth, ihat " thr 
want of diAripline* and human leam^ 
ing was fupplied by the occafional af- 
fiftance of the prophets ; who were 
called to that ftinfVion without dif^ 
ISnAion of age, of fex, or of natural- 
abilities.'*— -That the gift of prophe- 
cy was one of ihe fpiritual gifts by* 
which feme of the firft Chriftians^ 
were enabled to co-operate with the 
Apoftles, in the general defign of 
preaching the Gofpel ; and that thiV 
gift,, or rather, as Mi:, Locke thinks^ 
J the 



f ^H ) 
i£e gilt of tongues (by the oftenta^ 
lion of which, many of them were* 
prompted to fpeak in their affem^ 
blies at the f^me time), was the oc- 
•afion of fbme diforder in the church' 
of Corinth, which required the intet^^ 
pofition of the Apoftle to compofe, is 
«onfe(ied on all hands. But if you 
mean) that the prophets were ever 
the fole paftors- of the faithful ; otr 
tiiat no provifion was made by the 
Apoftles for the good government 
and edification ofthe church.,. ^xcepli 
i^hat might be accidentally derived; 
from the occafional affiftance of thfC 
prophets, you are much miftaken ;: 
and have undoubtedly forgot what 
is (aid of Paul< and Barnabas having, 
ordained elders in Lyftra, Iconium, 
and Antioch ; and of Paul's com- 
miflion toc Titusi. whom be bad lefti 
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itt Crete^ to ordain elders in every 
eky ; and of his inftru6tions both 
to him and Timothy, concerning the 
qualifications of thofe whom they 
were to appoint biftiops; one of 
which was, (hat a bifhop fhould be 
able, by found dodVine, to^ exhort 
and to convince the gain^iayer : noF 
is it faid, that this found dodtrine was 
tQ be communicated to the bi(hop by 
prophecy, or that all pecfons, with- 
out diftin&ion, might be called to 
that office -^ but a. bifhop was io be 
able to teach, not what he had learned 
by. prophecy, but what Paul had 
pubhcly preached ; /i&^ things that 
thou baft heard of me among many wit* 
nejfes^ thejame commit thou to faithful 
men^ whofhall be able to teach others 
dlfo* And in every place almoft,, 
where prophets are mentioned, xhcy 

are 
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rejoined with apoftles and teachers, 
«nd other minifters of the gofpel ; fo 
that there is no reafon for your re- 
prefen ting them. as a diftin6t order 
of men, who were by their occafional 
aflillance to fupply the want of dif- 
cipline and human learning, in the 
church. It would be taking too large 
a field, to inquire, whether the pro- 
phets you fpeak of were endowed 
with ordinary or extraordinary gifts ; 
whether they always (poke by the 
immediate impulfe of the Spirit, or 
according to the analogy of faith ; 
whether their gift confided in the 
foretelling of future events, or in the 
interpreting of fcripture to the edi- 
fication and exhortation and comfort 
of the church, or in both : I will 
content myfelf with obferving, thac 
he wijl judge very improperly con- 
cerning 
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<crning the prophets of the apoAo* 
lie churxhj who takes his idea df 
their office or importance from your 
dcfcription of them. 

In fpeaking of the community of 
goodsi which, you (ay, was adopted 
lor a (hort tin>e in the primitive 
church, you hold as inconckifive the 
arguments of Moibeim ; who has 
endeavoured to prove, that it was a 
community quite different from that 
rccdmmendcd by Pythagoras or Pla- 
to ; confiding principally in a com- 
mon ufe, derived from an unbound- 
ed liberality, which induced the opu- 
knt to (hare their riches with their 
indigent brethren : there have been 
otliers, as well as Mofheim, who 
have entertained this opinion ; and 
it is not quite fo indefenfible as you 

reprcfent 
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•fcpFefent 4t : hiit whether it be ft%^ 

ibnablc or abfurd, need not now be 

examined ; it is far more necefTary 

^0 take notice of an expreffion which 

you have iifed> .and which maybe 

apt to miflead unwary readers into t^ 

very injurious fufpicton, concerning. 

<he integrity of the ApofiJes. In pro- 

^efs of time, you obferve, ** the coa- 

^[^erts who embraced the new reli- 

gion, were permitted to retain th^ 

poffeffion of their patrimony/'*— 

This ex predion, permitted to retam^ 

in ordinary acceptation, implies an 

antecedent obligation to part with-*; 

WW, Sir, I have not the (hadow of a 

doubt in affirming, that we have no 

account in fcripture of any fuch ob* 

ligation being impofcd upon the 

converts to Chriftianity, either by 

Chrift himfelf, or by his Apoftles, or 

by 
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%y any other authority r nay, in the 
very place where this community of 
goods is treated of, there is an ex- 
prefs proof (I know not how your 
impartiality has happened to over- 
look it) to the contrary. When. 
Peter was about to infli6t an exem- 
plary punifliment upon Ananias (not 
for keeping back a part of the price, 
as fome men are fond of reprefent- 
ing it, but) for his lying and hypo* 
crify, in offering a part of the price 
of his land, as the whole of it ; he 
faid to him, Tf^iljiit remained (unfold) y, 
was ii not thine own ? and after it jpas 
foldj was it not in thine own power? 
From this account it is evident, that 
Ananias was under no obligation to 
part with his patrimony ; and^ after 
he had parted with it, the price was 
in his own power: the Apoftle would 

have permitted him to retain the whole 

of 
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of it/if he had thotight fit ; though 
he would not permit his prevarica- 
tion to gounpunKhcd. 

You hare > remarked, that <^ the 
feafts x>f Icive, the agapae, as they 
were called^ conftitutfed a Very pleaf- 
ing and cffentia! part of pD[blic wor- 
fttip/*^L(ifl ahy "dhb^ fliouTd' from 
hence be led to fiifpeft, tliat theft 
feafts of love, this pleafing part oif 
the public worfliip of the primitive 
chuixh, refembled the trnhallowed 
meedngs of fome impure feftariei 
of GUI' own^ times, i will take tlie li* 
berty to add to your account, a- (hort 
explication of the ndture of thcfe 
agapse.' Tertulliatl, in the '39tlk 
chapter of his Apology, has done it 
to 'my hands. ** The nature of otir 
fufiper,'' fays he, *' is indicated try iti 
' G name; 
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f\ztM ; it is called by a ward which, 
in the Greek language, fignifies love. 
We are not anxious about the ex^ 
pence of the entertainment ; fince 
we look upon that as gain, which is 
expended with a pious purpofe, in 
ihe relief and refrethment of all our 
indigent.— The occafion of our en- 
tertainment being* fo honourable, 
you may judge of the manner of its 
being conducted ; it confifts in the 
difcharge of religious duties ; it ad- 
mits nothing vile, nothing immodeft* 
Before we fit down, prayer is made 
to God. The hungry eat as much 
as they defire, and every one drinks 
as much as can be ufeful to fbber 
men. We fo feaft, as men who 
have their rminds impreffed with the 
idea of fpending the night in the 
worfiiip of God ; we fb converfe, as 

tnen 
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^en who are confcious that the Lord 
icareththem, &c/' Perhaps you may 
-objeft to this teftimony, in fevour of 
^e innocence of Chriftian meetings, 
:as liable to partiality, becaufe it is the 
-teftimony of a Chriftian ; and you 
anay, perhaps, be able to pick out, 
from the writings of this Chriftian, 
jfomething that looks like a contra* 
-didtion of this account : however, I 
%vill reft the*matter upon this tcfti- 
inony for the prefent ; forbearing to 
<luote any other Chriftian writer up- 
on the fubjeft, as I ftiall in a future 
letter produce you a teftimony fu- 
perior to every • objedion. You 
fpeak too of the agapa? as an cflen- 
tisl part of the public worfhip : this 
• is not according to your uTual accu- 
racy ; for, had they been eflential, 
the edid of an heathen magiftrate 

G z would 
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tvould not have been able to put a 
ftop to them : yet Pliny, in his let- 
ter to Trajan, exprcfsly fays, that 
the Chriftians left them off, upon his 
publifiiing an ediA prohibiting af- 
lemblies ; and we know that, in the 
council of Carthage, in the founh 
century, on account of the abufes 

which attended them, they b^an to 

• 

be interdidted, and ceafed almoll 
univerially in the fifth, - '^ 

I have but two obfervations tp 
make upon what you have advanced 
concerning the fcverity of eccleliaf- 
tical penance ; the firft is, that even 
you yourfelf do not deduce its infti- 
tution from the fcripture, but from 
the power which every voluntary fo- 
ciety has over its own members; and 
therefore, however extravagant, or 

however 
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Tiowcver abfurd j however oppofire 
Co the attributes of a commiferating 
God, or the feelings of a fallible 
man, it may be thought ; or upon 
whatever trivial occafion, fuch as 
that you mention of calumniating 
a Bi(hop, a Prefbyter, or even a 
Deacon, it may have been infliAed ; 
Chrift and his Apoftles are not an- 
fwerable for it. The other is, that it 
was, of all poffible expedients, the 
leaft fitted to accomplifli the ena 
for which you think it was intro- 
duced, the propagation of Chriftiani- 
tjr. The fight of a penitent humbled 
by a public confedion, emaciated by 
fading, clothed in fackcloth, prof- 
trated at the door of the aflembly, 
and imploring for years together the 
pardon of his offences, and a re-ad- 
miflion into the bofom of the church, 

0^3 was 
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was a much more likely means of 
deterring the Pagans from Chriftian 
community, than the pious libera^ 
liry you mention,* was of alluring 
them into it. This pious liberality^ 
Sir, would exhauft even your ele- 
gant powers of dcfcription, before 
you could exhibit it in the ainiable 
manner it defervcs; it is derived 
from the new cvmmandmini of l&ving 
one another I and it has ever been 
the diftinguiihing charafteriftic of 
Chriftians^ as oppofed to every other 
denomination of men^ Jewsj Mabo« 
metans, or Pagans, In the times of 
the ApoiUes, and in the firft ages of 
the church, it (hewed itfelf in volun- 
tary contributions for the relief of 
the poor and the perfecuted, the in- 
' firm and the unfortunate : as foonas 
the chtircb was permitted to have 

\ perma- 
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permanent poffeflions in land, and 

acquired the proteftion of the ci- 

^il power, it exerted itfelf in the 

creAion of hofpitals of every kind ; 

inftitutions thefe, of charity and 

humanity, which were forgotten 

in the laws of Solon and Lycur- 

gus ; and for even one example 

of which, you will, I believe, in 

vain explore the boafted annals of 

Pagan Rome* Indeed, Sir, you will 

think too injuriouily of this libera*- 

lity, if you look upon its origm at 

fuperftitious ;, or upon its applicatioii 

as an artifice of the prief^hood, to fe^ 

duce the indigent into the bofbm of 

the church : it was the pure and un- 

corrupted fruit of genuine Cbrif-i 

tianity. 

You are myj^furp'tfedy and not a 

G 4 little 
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Jittle concerned^ thdX Tacitus ind the 
younger Pliny havfe fpoken fo flighc-f 
ly of the Chriftian fyftem ; and that 

« 

Seneca and the elder Pliny have not 
Vouchfafed to mention it at all. This 
difficulty feems to have ftruck others, 
as well as yourfdf ; and I might re- 
fer you to the conclufion of the fe* 
ccnd volume of X)r. Lardaer*s Gol- 
ledion of Ancient Jewifli and Hea- 
then Tcflimonies to the Truth <6f 
the Chriftian Religion, for full fatiA 
faction in this point ; but perhaps ert 
obfervation or two may be fufficieni 
10 dimimCh your furprife. 

Obfcure fedaries of upright md* 
rals, when they feparate themfelves 
from the religion of their country, do 
not fpeedily acquire the attention of 
men of letters. The hiftorians are 

appro* 
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apprchcnfive of depreciating the digi 
nity of their learned . labour, and 
.contaminating their fplendid narra^ 
tion of iliuflrious events, by mixing 
mih it a difgufling detail of religious 
combinations ; and the philolbphers 
are ufuaily too deeply engaged in 
ahftradt fcience, or in exploring the 
infinite intricacy of natural appear- 
ances, to bufy themfelvcs with \»hat 
ihey, perhaps haftily, eftecm. popular 
fuperftiiions. Hiftorians and pbir^ 
Jofophers, of na mean reputation, 
might 'be mentioned, I belicve> wbp 
5vcre the contemporaries of Luthctr 
and the fir ft: reformers ;. andvwbo 
have pafied ov^t in ]E)egIigent qi'.cqii* 
t^mptu0u5 fikace^ their daring fjid 
tinpopular attempts to (bake the g%«f 
bilityrof St. Peter's Chair. Oppq- 
fition! tQtbejeligipft of a p^Qpk niqft 
; . ^5 bcco«Q6: 
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become general, before it can de- 
ferve the notice of the civil magif- 
trate; and till it does that, it will 
moftly be thought below the animad- 
veriionofdiftinguilhed writers. This 
remark is peculiarly applicable to 
the cafe in point. The firfl Chrif- 
tians, as Chrift had foretold, were 
bafed of all men for bis tiame^s Jake : 
it was the name itfelf, not any vices 
adhering to the name, which Pliny 
puniflhed; and they were every 
where held in exceeding contempt, 
till their numbers excited the*api>rc- 
heniion of the ruling powers. The 
philofophers coniidered them as ea- 
tbufiafls, and negleAed them ; the 
priefts oppofed them as innovator^^ 
and calumniated them; the. greait 
overlooked them, the learned d6- 
fpifedthetti} wd the curious ak>n4 
^ - ^\ who 
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who examined inta the fcmndation 
of dieir faith, believed them. But 
the negligence of fome half dozen 
of writers (moft of them however 
bear incidental teftimony to the 
truth of feveral fefts refpefting Chrif^ 
tianity)^ in hot relating cTrcumdan^ 
tially the origin, the progreTs, and 
the pretenfions of a new feft, is a 
very infufficient reafon for queftioii^ 
ing, either the evidence of the prin- 
ciples upon which it was built^ or 
the fupernatural power by which it 
was fuppprted. 

• * . * . 

The Roman hiftoriaaS).nU)rebtcr^ •^ 
were not only culpably incmiouk 
concerning the Chriftians, but un- 
pardonably ignwant of what con* 
cemed either them Ot the.JcM^s ; I 
fay, unpardonably ignorant f becaulc 

G 6 the 
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theitietms of inforcoation were with-* 
ia their reach : the writings of Mo&s 
were every where to be had in Greek ; 
and the works of Jofephus were pub* 
liQied before Tacitiis wTOte hishiftory ; 
and yet even Tacitus has fallen into 
great abfurdity, and felf-contradic- 
rion, in his account of the Jews ; and 
thoiugh Tertullian'ii zeal ca^rried him 
much too far, when he eaUed him 
Mendadarum loquaciffimus, yet one 
cannot help regretting the little pains 
he took to acquire proper informa- 
tion upon that fubje<^. fie drives 
the name of the Jews, by a forced 
interpolation, from mrount Ida in 
Crete * ; and he reprefents- them as, 

,.r* r|n(^ytu]|i i% Cttj^ Idam. mofitemy apcnhy 
Idfc^os ^udo.in barbarum cognomeoto Judae^ot 
tpiitari.-— Tac. Hift^ L 5* fub Init. 

abhoi^ 



abhorring !a!ll hinds :of iniageaL i|i 

public imrlhip^ and yet; acciiTesa them 

x>f hay itog placed the imagt of an Afs 

ia tbci l^y of. holies i . and pre&ntly 

iafterhoiellsitosy ih^t Fovnpey^when 

ha profai^d die Temple, found the 

faaAtfary entirely empty. Similar 

inaccuracies mi^tbe noticed in. Flu-* 

tatocH^ ) and other /writers who hiave 

fpokenofthe Jewsi and you yousfelf 

have referred to an obfcure paflage ia 

Suetottkis,: |iS;OffcriDig. a ppoof how 

ftrangqly the;Jcwa^pd. phwftians gi 

JRom? twcre xpofquif^p^i with each 

pthcr., . WhythjEJu (K?.^^ ^^ jbinki; 

rem^f]f.able,,.^that a, feyr (jele^atj^^ 

vrritcrs> who looked upontbe Chrif^ 

tians as an pbfcure fe<9t of ^the Jqws^ 

and upon the Jcw§ as a barbarouf 

and detailed people^ ^vboTe hiftory 

yras not wprtii thg [£efuifl^ ap4 w^s 

were 
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were moreover engaged inr the rela« 
doa of the great events whichetther 
occafioned pr accompanied die mm 
1^ their eternal en^pire ; why flunild 
we be furprifed^ that men occupied 
in fuch interefting fubjefbsi and in« 
fluenced by fuch inveterate pre^* 
dices^ fhould have left vis but Ihort 
and imperfed dcferipdons of the 
Chriftian (fftem ? 

** But how fliall we excufe, you 
fay, the fupine inattention of the Pa- 
gan and philofophic i;^orld, to diofe 
i&vidcnces, which were prefented bf 
, the hand of omnipotertce, hot to^ 
their reafon, but to their fenfes P* — 
** The laws of nature were perpei 
tually fufpcnded, for the benefit of 
flie church : but the fages of Greece 
ixt/i Rome Wrhtd afidc' Vrom the aw- 
ful 



\ 
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ftil fpedtacle.*'— To thiir ftaitic be 

it fpokeri, that they did fo— ^^^nd 

purfiiing the ordinary occupations of 

life and ftudy, appeared unconfdous 

of any alterations in the moral or 

phyfical government of the world.** 

— To this objeftion I anfwer, in the 

firft place, that we have no reafon to 

believe, that miracles were perforn^- 

ed as often as philofophers deigned 

to give their attention to them ; or 

that, at the period of time you alludi 

to, the laws of nature were perpetualfy 

fufpended, for the benefit ^of ^t 

church. It may be, that not one'of 

the few heathen writers, whofe books 

have efcaped the ravages of time> 

was ever prefent, when a miracle 

was wroiight ; but will it follow, be^ 

caufe Pliny, or Plutarch, or 6|ileiH 

i»r Stnecfij or Sutcimius, or Tacitu^ 

t had 
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had nevier (cen a miraclcj that no 
miracles were ever performed ? TJTey 
indeed were learned and obfervant 
«men ; and it may be a matter of 
furprife to us^ that miracles fo cele* 
brated^ as the friends of Chriftianity 
fuppofe the Chiiftian ones to have 
been, (hould never have been men- 
tioned by them though they had not 
feen them ; and had an Adrian or a 
Vefpafian been the authors of but a 
thoufandth part of the miracles 
you have afcribed to the primitive 
church) more than one probably of 
fheCe very hiftorians, philofophers as 
they were, would have adorned his 
hiftory with the narration of them : 
for though they turned afide from 
the awful fpedacle of the mijracles 
of a pooir defpifed Apoftlcv-ryct thtj 
))ehcld with exuilting complKffocy, 

andr 
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and have related with unfufpeding 
credulity, the oftentatious tricks of a 
Roman Emperor. It was not for 
want of faith in miraculous events^ 

that thefe fages neglcded the Chrif^ 
tian miracles, but for want of can* 
dour and impartial examination* 

I anfwer, in the fewn4 place, that 
in the Ads ef the Apoftles we hatve 
an accouiit of e grea^t multitude, of 
Fagans of :eyeJ:y .condition of life, 
ivbo were &> far: fro;n being inatten- 
tive to- the: etideouces^ ^ybkh were 
prefented.byrthe. band of. qmm^l 
tcnc^ to their /feniesy that tht55 cpnr. 
icmplated them with reverence awd 
wonder; and forfaking the relig;iQh 
of. their 'anceftors^ and all the f^att^* 
ing hopes of worldly profit^; repvjita- 
jioflj, aiKlit/anquiJlity^ !^^f^ .^itfe 

aflonilh^ 
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aftoniftiing refolution to the profef- 
fion of Chriftianity. From the con- 
clufion of the Afts, till the time in 
which fome of the fagcs you mention 
flour iflied, is a -very obfcure part of 
church hiftory; yet we are certain 
that many of the Pagan^.and we have 
fome reafon to believe, that not a 
few of the phUofbphic world, during 
that period, did not turn afide fix>ni 
the arwfulfpc(!i»cleo£mirade8,bmfaur 

and believed : and that a fev others 
ftioold be focmd, who pcobably had 
never leen> and tiscreforewould not 
bdieve,. is furdy no vev]r esEtraordt* 
nary ciicumiUnce* Vfhf Ihouki ^^ 
not anfwer to ojbje&ions, fiich as 
thefe, with the boldneft of St. Jtf* 
romei and Wd Celfus, and Porphyry^ 
and Jidian, and their foHowers, learn 
the illuftriout c Wafers of the men 

who 
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who foundecf, built up, and adorned 
the Chriftian church * ? why (hould 
we not tell them, with Arnobius, of 
the orators, the grammarians^ the 
rhetoricians, the lawyers, the phyfi* 
cians, Ihe philofophers, "who ap- 
peared confcious of the alterations iti 
the moral and phyfical government 
of the world ;'' and^ frooi that coat 
icioufners^ fbrfook the ocdiaary oc* 
cupations of 'life and ftudy^ and ac^ 

* DUcantCdfu9,.^<ifpli5ErIii8, JiiKamii,r«i» 
Mdi adverfu» Chri|buxa caties, difcant coran 
fie£bitorea, qui f utaat Ecdeiiam nuUos Philor 
fi>pho8 et eloquentes, nullos h^uifle Do^orei^ 
i^uanti et ^uales viri eajPA fundavcrint, cxtruxe<« 
rintf ornayerlatque ; et definant fidem noftram 
rufticae tantum iimpltcitattt arguere, fuamque 
potius imperitiam agnorcaiit*-**Jero. Proe.^Lib. 
ic lUuf. Eccl. Scrip. 

tacbed 
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fached themfelvte ta the Chrlfllaa 
difcipline *? 

I anfwerj in the laft place^ that the 
miracles of Chriftians were falfely 
attributed to magic ; and were for 
that reafon thought unworthy the no- 
lice of the writers you have referred 
to. Suetonius^ in his life of Nero^ 
calls the Chriftians^ men of a nevr 
and magical fuperftition f : I aniTen^ 
fible that you laugh at thofe *^ faga* 
^iousr commentators^'' who tfaxlflate 
the original word by magical ; and 
adopting the idea of Molheim, you 
|think it ought to be rendered mif* 

* Arnob. con* Gen, 1. ii* 

^' f Genus hominum fuperftblonis nofse #t 
m^/r/feif.— -Suet. ilPNero. c* i$* 

^ chievou* 
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chievous or pernicious : unqueftion- 
ably it frequently has that meaning ; 
with due deference, however, to Mo- 
(heioi and yourfelf, I cannot help 
being of opinion, that in this placed 
as defcriptive of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, it is rightly traflated magical. 
The Theodofian Code muft be my 
excufe, for diffenting from fuch re- 
fpedtable authority; and in it, Icon- 
jefture, you ^ill find good reafon for 
being of my opinion *. Nor ought 
any friend to Chriftiahity to be afto^ 
nirhed or alarmed at Suetonius ap- 
plying the word Magical to the 
Chriftian religion ; for the miracles. 

* Chaldseiy ac Magi^ et caeteri quoa vulgus 
Hhalefieot ob facinorum magmtudincm appellate 
■ ■ S i quisimr^ux vel magicis contaminibufl 
adfuetusy qui mal^uf yulgi confiictudine nun* 
cupatur. IX Cod. Theodof. tit* xvi. 

- ' wrought 
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"wrought by Chrift and his Apoftfcs 
principally confifted in alieviating 
the diftreffcs, by curing the obftinatc 
^ifeafes of human kind ; .and the pro** 
per meaning of nugic,.as underfiiogd 
by the ancients, is a higher and more 
holy branch of the art of healing *. 
The elder Pliny loft his life in an 
eruption of Vefqvius, about forty- 
feven years after the d^4th pf Chrift : 
fome fifteen years before ^he death 
of Pliny, the Chriftians were pcrfe- 
cuted at Rome for a crimCj of which 

* Pliay, fpeaklng of the origin of raagic^ 
faysi Natam primum e medicina nemo dubitatf 
ac fpecie falutari irrepfifle vdut altiorem fand^o- 
remque medicmam. — ^He afterwards fays, that it 
was mixed with mathematical arts ; and thus 
nu^ici mid matbematici are Joined by* Pliny, as 
malefici wadmagici are ia the Theodoiian Code. 
PUa. :Kat* Hiii. Jib« jo. c. i. 
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every pcrfon knew them innocent j 
but from the defcription, which Ta- 
•citus gives, of the low eftimation 
they were held in at that time (for 
which, however, he afSgns no caufe ; 
and therefore we may reafbnably con- 
jedure it was the fame for which the 
Jews were every where become fo 
^ious, an oppofitionto polytheifm), 
and of the extreme fufferings they 
underwent, we cannot be much fur- 
prifed, that their name is not to be 
found in the works of Pliny or of 
Seneca : the feft itfelf muft, by Ne- 
ro's perfecution, have been almoft 
deftroyed in Rome; and it would 
have been uncourtly, not to fay un- 
fafe, to have noticed an order of 
men, whofe innocence an Emperor 
had determined to traduce, in order 
to divert the dangerous, but dcferved 

ftream 
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ftrcam of popular ccnfure from hun* 
Telf. Notwithftanding this, there is 
k paffage in the Natural Hiftory of 
Plinyj which, how much foever it 
tnaybave been overlooked, contains, 
1 thirtk, a very ftrong atlufion to the 
Chriftians ; and clearly intimates, he 
*hkd heard of their hiifades. Iti 
fpekking concerning the origin of 
irriagic, he fay sphere is alfo another 
fadion of magic, derived from the 
Jews, Mofes and Lotopea, and fub- 
filling at prefent ♦. — -The word fac- 
ii6i\ does not ill denote the opirlion 

* Eft ct alia msLgiccs/aSio, a Mofe ettamuum 
et Lotopea Judaeis pendens. Flin. Nat. Hift« 
lib. 30* c. 2. Edit. Hardu.—- Dr. Lardner 
and others have ms^de Dight mention of this 
pailage, probably from their reading in bad edi« 
tions Jamne for eitamnwm^ a Mofe et Jamne et 
^otape Judaeis pendens. 

the 
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the Romans entertained of the re- 
ligions affociations of the Chrif- 
tians*; and a magical fa<f\:ion im- 
plies their prctenfions, at leaft, to the 
miraculous gifts of healing ; and its 
defcending from Mofes, is according 
to the cuftom of the Romans, by 
which they confounded the Chrif- 
tians with the Jews ; and its being 
then fubfifting, feems to have a 
ftrong reference to the rumours Pliny 
had negligently heard reported of 
the Chriftians. 

Submitting each of thefe anfwers 
to your cool and candid confidera- 
tion, I proceed to take notice of 
another difficulty in your fifteenth 

* Tertuflian reckons the feA of the Chrif- 
tianS; iBter licitViB faShnei. Ap. c. 38. 

H chapter. 
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chapter, which forac have thought 
one of the moft important in your 
whole book — The filence of profane 
hillorians, concerning the preterna* 
tural darknefs at the crucifixion of 
Chrift. — You know. Sir, that feve- 
ral learned men are of opinion, that 
profane hiftory is not (ilent upon 
this fubjeft ; I will, however, put 
their authority for the prefent quite 
out of the queftion. I will neither 
trouble you with the tcftimony of 
Phlegon, nor with the appeal of 
Tcrtullian to the public rcgifters of 
the Romans ; but meeting you upon 
your own ground, and granting you 
every thing you defire, I will endea- 
vour,' from a fair and candid exanu*- 
nation of the hiftory of this -event, to 
fugged a doubt, at leaft, to your 
i&indj whether this was ^^ the greateft 

phsao- 
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l^senomenon^ to which the mortal 
eye has been witnefs, fince the crea*- 
lion of the globe.*' 

This darknefs is mentioned bf 
three of the four Evangeiifts ; St* 
Matthe\y thus expreffes himfelf :— 
Now from the fixtb hour there was 
darknefs over all the land until the ninth 
hour i St. Mark fays — And when the 
Jixth hour was corner there was darknefs 
ever the whole land until the ninth hour ;. 
St. Luke — And it was about the fixtb 
bour^ and there was darknefs over all 
the earth until the ninth hour 4 and the 
Jun was darkened. The three Evan- 
geiifts agree, that there was dark- 
nefs ; — and they agree in the extent 
of the darknefs : for it is the fame 
expreffion in the original, which our 
uranflators have rendered earth in 

H z L-uke, 
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LukCj and land in the two other ac* 
counts ; and they agree in the dura- 
tion of the darknefs, it lafted three 
hours : — Luke adds a particular cir- 
cumflance, thai the fun was dark^ 
ened. I do not know whether this 
event be any where elfe mentioned 
in fcripture, fo that our inquiry can 
neither be extenfive nor difficult. 

In philofophical propriety of 
fpcech, darknefs confifts in the total 
abfence of light, and admits of no 
degrees ; however, in the more com- 
mon acceptation of the word, there 
are degrees of darknefc, as well as of 
light ; and as the Evahgelifts have 
faid nothing, by which the particu- 
lar degree of darknefs can be deter- 
mined, we have as mijcK reafon to 
fuppofe it was flight, as yoU have that 

• 
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it was exceffive i but if it was iligbt, 
though it had extended itfelf over ^ 
the furface of the whole globe> the 
difficulty of its not being recorded 
by Pliny or Seneca vanifhes at 
once ♦• Do you not perceive, Sir^ 
upon what a ilender foundation this 
mighty objcftion is grounded ; wbca 
we have only to put you upon prov- 
ing, that the darknefs at the cruci- 

* The author of L'Evangile dc la Ra^sci 
IS miftaken in faying^ that tkc Evangelifls fpeak 
of a thick darknefs ; and that miftake haa led 
him into another^ into a difbelief of the eventy 
l>ecaafe it has not been mentioned by the irr!* 
ters of the timet-^Ges hiftoriena (the Evaagje' 
lifts) ont le front St nous dire, qu'a & mort la 
terre a 6te couverte d'^epaifTes tfo^bres en plein 
midi et en pleine lune ; comme fi tons les^cri* 
vains de ce tema-li n'auroient pas rtmarqui ua 
ii 6trange miracle !— L^van. de la Raif* 
p. 99* 

H 3 fixion 
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fixion was of fo unufual a nature^ as 
to have excited the particular atteit- 
tion of all mankind, or even of tbofe 
who were witnefles to it ? But I do 
not mean to deal fo logically with 
you ; rather give me leave to (pare 
you the trouble of your proofi by 
proving, or (hewing the probability 
at lead, of the direft contrary. 
There is a circumilance mentioned 
by St. John, which feems to indi- 
cate, that the darkne(s was not fo ex- 
ceffive, as is generally fuppofed s for 
it is probable that, during the conti- 
nuance of the darknefs, Jefus fpoke 
both to his mother, and to his be- 
loved difciple, whom he /aw front 
the crofs'5 they were near the cro(s i 
but the foldiers which furrounded it 
muft have kept them at too great a 
diftance, for Jefus to haL\c/een therq 

and 
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and known them, had the darknefs at 
ihe crucifixion been exceffive, like 
the preternatural darknefs which 
God brought upon the land of 
Egypt ; for it is exprefsly faid thar, 
during the Continuance of that dark* 
nefs, ibey faw not one another. . The 
cxpreffion in St, Luke, the fun was 
darkened^ tends rather to confirm 
than to overthrow this reafoning. 
I am fenfible this expreffion is gene- 
rally thought equivalenr to another— 

the fun was eclipfed ; — but the Bible 
is open to us all ; and there can be 
no prefumption in endeavouring to 
inveftigate the meaning of fcripture 
for ourfetves,^ Luckily fer the pre- 
fent argumentation, the very phrafe 
ef the fun's being darkened, occurs, 
in fo many words, in one other place 
(and in only one) of the New Tefl:a- 

H 4 menc i 



( 152 ) 

mcnt ; and from that place you may 
poffibly fee reafon to imagine^ that 
the darknefs might not, perhaps^ 
have been fa intenfe as to deferve 
the particular notice of the Roman 
naturalifts: — And be opened the ht* 
tondefs pit, and there arofe xt Jmoke out 
of the pit^ as the /moke cf a great fur* 
fiace ; and the fim was darkened* ^ and 
the air, by reafon (ftbefmoke (f the pit. 
If we ftiould fay, that the fun ^t 
the crucifixion was obnubilatedj and 
darkened by the intervention of 
clouds, as it is here reprefented to 
be by the intervention of a fmoke 
like the fmoke of a furnace, I do n(^ 
fee what you could objeft to our ac* 
count ; but fuch a phsenomenon has 
purely no right to be efteemed the 

great efi 
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greateft that mortal eye has ever bc*» 
held. I may be miftaken in this in-- 
terpretation ; but I have no delign to 
mifreprcfent the faft, in order to get 
rid of a difficulty ; the darknefs may 
have been as intenfe as many com* 
mentators have fuppofed it : but Dei>- 
ther they nor you can prove it was (b; 
find I am furely under no neccflSty,. 
upon this occafion, of granting you, 
out of deference to any commcnta* 
tor, what you can neither prove nor 
render probable. 

But you ftill, perhaps, may think, 
that the darknefs, by its extent, made 
up for this deficiency in point of in- 
tenfenefs. The original word, ex- 
preffive of its extent, is fometimes 

• 

interpreted by the whole earth; more 
frequently, in the New Teftament, of 

H 5 any 
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any little portion. o£ the earth : fot 
we read of the- land of Judah^ of the 
land, of Ifrael^ of the land of Zabu-^ 
Ion, and of the land of Nephthalim ;. 
and it. may very properly, I con* 
ceive, be tranilated in the place in 
queftion by region. But why (hould 
all the world take notice of a dark**' 
neis- which extended itfelf £x a few 
miles about Jerufalem-, and laded 
but three hours ? The Italians, efpe-- 
cially, had no reafon to remark the 
event as Angular ; fince they were 
accuftomed at that time, as they are 
at prefent, to fee the neighbouring re- 
gions fo darkened for days together 
by the eruptions of ^tna and Ve- 
fuvius, that no man could know his 
neighbour^* We learn from, the 

ferifJ^ 

nos autem tenebms cogilemui tan- 



iM 



( ^Si ) 

fdfpture accountj that an eaithquattier 
accompanied this darknefs ; and a 
dark clouded Iky^ I apprehend, very 
frequently precedes an earthquake ; 
but its extent is not great, nor is its 
iritenfenefs excefiive> nor is the phse- 
nomenon itfelf, fo un ufual, as not com- 
monly to pafs unnoticed in ages of 
fciencc and Wftory* I^ar I'may 
be liable to mifreprefentatron in thfs 
place ; but I't)eg it may be obferved, 
that however flight in- degree, or 
however confined in* extent the dark- 
nefs at the crucifixion may have 
been ; I am of opinion, that the 

tas, quantae quondam eruptionc Etnseorum jg- 
nium Jinttlmas reglones ohfcuravi/fe dicuntiir, ut 
per biduTim nemo hominem homo agnofceret. 
Cic. dc jNat, I^to. 1. 2,' — And Pliny, in dc- 
icribing the eruption of Vefuvius which fufFe- 
cated his uncle, fays— Dies alibi, illic nox om- 
nibus nodibus nigrior dehfiorque. 
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.power of God was as fupernaturally 
exerted in its produftion and in that 
of the earthquake which accompa- 
nied it, as in the opening of the 
graves, and the refurredtion of the 
faints, which followed the refurrec- 
tion of Chrift. 

In another place, you fecm not to 
believe " that Pontius Pilate in- 
formed the Emperor of the unjuft 
fentence of death, which he had pro- 
nounced againft an innocent per- 
fon/' And the fame reafon which 
made him iilent as to the death, 
ought, one would fuppofe, to have 
made.him filent as to the miraculous 
events which accompanied it : and 
if Pilate, in his difpatches to the Em- 
peror, tranfmitted no account of the 
darknefs (how great foever you fup- 
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pofe it to have been) which happen* 
ed in a diftant province ; I cannot 
apprehend, that the report of it 
could have ever gained fuch credit 
at Rome^ as to induce either PUn^ 
or Seneca to mention it as an au* 
thcntic faft. 



I am, &c. 
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IM E A N not to detain yoplong^ 
with : my remarks upon your fix- 
tcenth Chapter ; . for in a Aort Apo^ 
logy for Chriftianity, it cannot be ex-^ 
peded that I jfhould apologize at 
length for the indifcretions ofthe 
firft Chriftians. Nor have I any dif- 
pofition to reap a malicious pleafurc 
from exaggerating, ^hat you have 
had fo much good-natured pleafure 

in 
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m extenuating, the truculent barba«> 
rity. of their Ronian perfecutorsi. 

r 

M: dt- Voltafre has embraced 
every opportunity of contrafting the 
perfecuting temper of the Chriftians 
with the mild > tolerance of the an- 
cient heathens'i and I never read a 
page of his upon this fubjedt without 
thinkiag Chriftianity materially, if 
not intentionally, obliged tohim, for 
his endeavour to deprefs the lofiy 
fpirit of religious bigotry. I may 
with juftfce pay the fame compli* 
ment to you^ ; and.! do it with fince- 
rity; heartily wiflbing that, in the 
profecution of your work, you may 
render every fpecies of intolerance 
univerfally deteftable.. There is no 
reafbn why you (hould. abate the 
afperity of your inveftive 5 fince no 

one 
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cnc can fufpcft you of a deffgn to 
traduce Chriftianity, under the guife 
of a zeal againft perfecution ^ or if 
feny one ftiould be fo fimple, he need 
but open the gofpcl to be convinced^ 
that fuch a fcheme is too palpably 
abfurd to have ever entered the Head 
of any fenfible and ini^partiai man- 

1 wi(h, for the credit of humanfia- 
ture^ that I could find reafon to agree 
with you in what you hare faid of the 
** univerfal toleration of Pblytheifm ^ 
of the oaild indifference of antiquity ; 
of the Roman Princes ^bcholding^ 
without concern^ a thoufand forms 
of religion fubGfting in peace under 
their gentle" fway^" But' there are 
fome paffages in the Roman Hiftory^ 
which make me hefitate at lead in 

ihis point; and almoft induce me to 

believe 
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believe that the Romans were ex* 
ceedingly jealous of all foreign reli- 
gions, whether they Avcrc accompa* 
nied with immoral manners or not* 

It was the Roman cullom> indeed^ 
to invite the tutelary gods of the na- 
tions which they intended to fubdue^ 
to abandon their charge ^ and to 
promife them the fame, or even a 
more aiiguft worihip in the city of 
Rome *; and their triumphs were 
graced as much with the exhibitiont 
of their captive gods, as with the left 

• 

* In oppugnationibus^ ante omnia foUtum 
a Romanis facerdotibus evucari deum cujua 
in tutela id oppidum effet $ promittique ilU 
eundemy aot ampHorem apad Romanos cultum* 
PlimNat.Hift.l.38,c.ir. 

humane 
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humane one of their captive kings *♦ 
But this cuftom, though it filled the 
city witb hundreds of gods of every 
country^ denomination and qpalit]^ 
cannot be brought as a proof of Ro- 
man toleration ; it may indicate the 
excefs of their vanity, the extent of 
their fuperftition, or the refinement - 
of their poficy j but it can never 
(hew that the religion of individuals, 
whenjt differed from public wifdom,. 
was either connived at as a* matter of 
indifference,, or tolerated as an ina?- 
Ucnable right of human nature.. 

Upon another occafion, you,.Siri=. 

* Roma trfumphantw quotiens Dticu in* 
clita currum 
Haufibiis excepit, totiens altaria DivAni 
AddMit'fpolii&fibiinet nova aumina fecttJi 

Pniden. 

have. 
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have referred to Livy as relating the 
introdudlion and fuppreffian of the 
rites of Bacchus j and in that very 
place we find him confeffing^ that 
the prohibiting all foreign religionsi 
and the aboh'(hing evc^ry mode of 
iacrifice which differed from the Ro- 
man mode, was a bufinefs frequently 
entrufted by their anceftors to the 
care of the proper magiftrates ; and 
he gives this reafon for the proce- 
dure : That nothing could contri- 
bute more cffeAually to the ruin o£ 
religion, than the facrificing after aa 
external rite, and not after the man^- 
ncr inftituted by their fathers *. 

Not 

* Quotreshoc patrum ayorumque aetate na» 
gotium eft. magiftnitibus datum, ut facra exter- 
na fieri vetareiit ? facrificulos vatefque foro^ 
circp, urbe prohibereot? vatlcmot Uhrot conqmre*- 

utdk 
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confefs it^ nothing more than the ad* 
Tice of an individual ; but it ought 
to be remembered, that that indivi- 
dual was Maecenas, that the advice 
was given to Auguftus, and that the 
occalion of giving it was no lefs im*r 
portant than the fettling the form of 
the Roman government. He re- 
Gomqiends it to Cg^far, to worfhip 
the gods himfelf according to the* 
eftabliOied form ; and to force all 
others to do the fame ; and to bate 
and to ptmijb all thofe who fliould 
attempt to introduce foreign reli- 
gions ^ : nay^ he bids him, in the 
fame place, have an eye upon the 

'* Tmijm n tit« «^e&r1x« xo* v^o^vri to fOr &for 

«VTO Xai fXM*!! KOU Mh»^U ]DiOttW Csif* h ^Zm 
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i>hilofophersalfo ; fo that free think* 
ing, free fpeaking at leaft, upon re- 
ligious matters, was not quite fo fafc 
under the gentle fway of the Roman 
princes, as, thank God, it is under 
the much more gentle government 
of our own. 

In the Edidt of Toleration pub- 
liflied by Galerius after fix years un« 
remitted perfecution of the Chrif- 
tians, we perceive his motive for 
perfecution to have been the fame 
with that which had influenced the 
conduct of the more ancient Ro« 
mans, an abhorrence of all innova* 
tions in religion. You have fa- 
voured us with the t^anflfltion of this 
edi<9:, in which he fays— *^ we wer-c 
particularly defirous of reclaiming 
into the way of reafon and nature,'* 
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4id ionas mentes (a good pretence this 
for a Polytheiftic perfecutor) *^ the 
deluded Chriftians who had re* 
Hounced the religioo and ceremo- 
nies inftituted by their fathers"— 
this is the {)recife language of Livy> 
defcribing a perfecution of a foreign 
religion three hundred years before, 
iurba erat nee Jacrificantium nee frecan- 
tium Deos patrio more. And the very 
expedient of forcing the Chriftians 
to deliver up their religious books, 
which was praftifed in*this perfecu- 
tion, and which Mofheim attributes 
to the advice of Hierocles, and you 
Co that of the philofophqrs of thofe 
times, feems clear to me, from the 
places in Livy before^ quoted, to 
have been nothing but an old piece 
of ftate policy, to which the Ro- 
mans had recourfe as often as they 

appre- 
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apjprehended their eftabliftied reli- 
gion to be in any danger. 

In the preamble of the letter of 
toleration, which the emperor Max* 
imin reludlantly wrote to Sabinus 
about a year after the publication of 
Galcrius* Edi6t, there is a plain 
avowal of the reafons which induced 
Galeriusand Diocletian to commence 
their persecution ; they had feen the 
temples of the gods forfaken, and 
were determfhed by the feverity of 
puniftiment to reclaim men to their 
worfliip ♦. 

' * ^vpuht ^x^^ etvettra^ af^Mmg^ xar«Xf i^Oei^Hf 
m$ rci}f Ofa;y ^^^xtM^^ rcJiBtu ruv X^tf-iaytfy lavTt}^ 

traq Ttt( a.iro tm ^tuv tm a^ctmrm ayap^tf^n^'ayra^y 
CD-^o ^y{Ku xoXo^ci xcu ruAu^iou EK T^y ^^J'xiiay rw 
dnn «yiu(Xi}0nycM« Eufeb^ lib* ix« C. 4* " 
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f n fhort, the fyftem recommended, 
by Maecenas, of forcing every per* 
fon to be of the emperor's religion, 
and of hating and punilhing every 
innovator, contained no new doc<- 
trine ; it was correfpondent to the 
praAice of the Romaa fenate, in 
the mod: illuflrious times of the 
republic; and feems to Have been 
generally adopted by the emper- 
ors, in their treatment of Chrif* 
tians, whilft they themfelves were 
Pagans; and in their treatment of 
Pagans, after they themfelves be- 
came Chriftians; and if any one 
Ihould be willing to derive thofc laws 
againft Heretics (which are fo ab- 
horrent from the mild fpirit of the 
^ofpel, and fo reproachful to the 
Roman code) from the blind adhe- 
rence 
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rence of the Chriftian emperors t6 
the intolerant policy of their Pagan 
predcceffors, fomething, I think, 
might be produced in fupport of hh 
conjedure. 

But I am forry to have faid fo 
much upon fuch a fubjedt,— In en- 
deavouring to palliate the fcverity of 
the Romans towards the Chriftians, 
you have remarked, ^' it was in vain^ 
that the opprcfled believer aflerted 
the inalienable rights of confciencc 
and private judgment," «^ Though 
his iicuation might excite the pity, 
his arguments could never reach the 
vinderftanding, either of the philo- 
fophic, or of the believing part of 
the Pagan world." How is this, Sir I 
are the arguments for liberty of con- 
fciencc fo exceedingly inconclufive, ^ 
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that you think them ijlcapable of 
reaching the un4erftanding, even of 
philofophers ? A captious adverfary 
would embrace with avidity the op- 
portunity this paffage affords him, 
of blotting your charader with the 
odious (lain of being a perfecutor^ a 
ftain, which no learning can wipe 
out, which no genius or ability can 
render amiable. I am far from en- 
tertaining fuch an opinion of your 
principles ; but this coaclufion feems 
fairly deducible from what you have 
faid — that the minds of the Pagans 
were fo pre-occupied with the no- 
tions of forcing, and hating, and 
puniftiing thofe who differed from 
them in religion, that arguments for 
the inalienable rights of confcience, 
which would have convinced your- 
fclf and every philofophcr in Eu- 
rope, 
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foipe, and daggered the refblutlori 
of an inquifitor, were incapable of 
Feaching their undcrftandings, or 
making any imprcffion on their 
hearts; and yoi> might, perhaps^, 
have fpared yourfclf fome perplex- 
Ay, in the inveftigation of the mo* 
lives which induced the Roman em- 
perors to perfecute, and the Romai^ 
people to hate the Chriftians> if yoa 
had not overlooked the true one, anc| 
adopted with too great faciUty the 
erroneous idea of the extreme tole* 
ranee of Pagan Rome* 

The Chriftians, you oblerve, were 
accufed of atheifm : — and it muft be 
owned that they were the greateft of 
all atheifts, in the opinion of the po- 
tytheifts; for, inftead of Hefiod's 
thirty thoufand gods, they could not 

1 3 be 
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be brought to acknowledge above 
one; and even that one they re- 
fufed, at the hazard of their lives, 
to blafpheme with the appellation of 
Jupiter. But is it not fomewhat An- 
gular, that the pretenfions of the 
Chriftians to a conftant intercourfe 
with fuperior beings, in the working 
of miracles, fliould have beeo a prin- 
cipal caufe of converting to their 
feith, thofe who branded them with 
the imputation of atheifm ? 

They were accufed, too, of form* 
ing dangerous confpiracies again(^ 
the ftate : — This accufation, you 
own, was as unjuft as the preceding : 
but there feems ta have been a pe- 
culiar hardfliip in the fituatioh of the 
Chriftiansi fince the very fame men 
who thought them dangerous to the 

ftate. 
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ftate, on account of their confpira* 
cies, condemned them> as you have 
obferved^for not interfering in its 
concerns j for their criminal difre- . 
gard to the bufinefs of war and go- 
vernment ; and for their entertaining 
dodrines, which were fuppofed ^* to 

prohibit them from affuming the. 
charaftcr of foldiers, of magiftrate$| 
and of princes :** men, fuch asthcfe^ 
would have made but poor confpi- 
rators. 

They were accuftd, laflly, of the 
moft horrid crimes : — This accufa* 
tion, it is confefled, was mere ca- 
lumny ; yet, as calumny is generally 
more extenfive in its influence than 
truth, perhaps this calumny might 
be more powerful in flopping the 
progrefs of Chriftianity, than the vir- 
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tues of the Chriftians were in pro- 
moting it : and, in tmth,Origen ob- 
ferves that the Chriftians, on account 
of the crimes which were malicioufly 
laid to their charge, were held in 
fuch abhorrence, that no one would 
fo much as fpeak to them. It may 
be worth while to remark from him, 
$hat the Jews> in the very beginning 
pf Chriftianity, were the authors of 
all thofe calumnies, which Celfus af- 
terwards took fuch great delight in 
urging againft the Chriftians, and 
which you have mentioned with fuch 
great precifion *. 

It 

• Videtur mihi fecifle idem Celfus, quod Ju- 
dasi, qui fub Chrlftianifmi inltium errorem fpar- 
fcrc, quafi ejus fedlae homines maAati pueri 
▼cfcerentur carnibns; et quod, » qiiotics els li- 
beat operam dare pccidtis libidinibus, extind^ 

lumine 
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. It IS ng improbable fiippofrtiaif^ 
that the clandeftine manner in whicb 
the perfecuting fpirit of the Jews and 
Gentiles obliged the Chriftians to 
celebrate their Eucharift, together 
with the expreffions of eating the 
body, and drinking the blbod of 
Chrift, which were ufed in its inftita- 
tion, and the cuftom of imparting a 
kifs of charity to each other, and of 
calling each other by the appellations 
of brother and filler *^ gave occa- 

lumine conftuprety quam qnifque na6itns fuerit. 
Quae falfa et iniqua opinio dudum valde multos 
a religione noftra alicnos tenuitj perfuafos, ' 
quod tales fint Chrifliani^ et ad hoc temporigi 
nonnuUos fallit, qui ea de caufa Chriftianos: 
averfantur, ut nee (implex colloquium cum eiV 
iiabere velint. — Orig, con.Celf. lib. vi». 

* The Romans ufed thefe expreffions m Co 
impure a fenfe, that Martial calls them. Nomioja 
aequiora^— Lib. II. epig. ir. 
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fions to their enemies to invent^ and 
induced carelefs obfervers to believe, 
all the odious things which were faid 
againft the Chriftians. 

You have difplayed at length, in. 
cxpreffive diftion, the accufations 
of the enemies of Chriftianity ; and 
you have told us of the imprudent 
defence by which the Chriftians vin* 
dicated the purity of their morals; 
and you have huddled up in a (hort 
note (which many a reader will ne- 
ver fee) the teftimony of Pliny to 
their innocence. Permit me to do 
the Chriftians a little juftice, by pro- 
ducing in their caufe the whole 
truth. 

' Between feventy and eighty years 
after the death of Chrift, Pliny had 

occa^ 
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•ecaflbn to confult the emperor Trt* 
^n concerning the manner in whicb 
Be fliould treat the Chriftians; it 
feems as if there had been judicial 
proceedings againflr them, though^ 
Pliny had never happened to attend 
any of them^ He knew, indeed,, 
that men wer« tobe puniflied for be- 
ing Chriftians, or he would not, as^ 
a fenfible magiftrate, have received 
the accufations of legal, much lefs of 
iilegal, anonymous informers againft'. 
them; nor would he, before he 
wrote to the emperor, have put to 
death thofe whom his threats could 
not hinder from perfevering in their 
confeffion, that they were Chriftians. 
His harfli manner of proceeding ^' in 
an office the moft repugnant to his 
humanity,'* had made many apofta-.* 
tize from their profeffion : perfons 

16 of 
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of this complexion were well fitted 
to inform him of every thing they 
knew concerning the Chriftfaas -, ac* 
cordingly he examined them j but 
not one of them accufed the Chrif- 
tians of any other crime ' than of 
praying to Chrift, as to fome God, 
and of binding themfelves by an 
oath, not to be guilty of any wicked- 
nefs. Not contented with this in*- 
formation, he put two maid fervants, 
which were called minifters, to the 
torture ; but even the rack could 
jQOt extort from the imbecihty of the 
fex a confeffioD: of aay crime, any 
account difFerent from thai which 
the apoftates had volunlarily given ; 
not a word do we find of their feall- 
ing uix)n murdered infants^ or of 
their mixing in incetluous commerce. 
After all his pains, Pliny pronounced 

the: 
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the meal of the Chriftians to he pn^ 
mijcuous and innocent : perfons of botii 
fexes, of alt ages, aird of every con^ 
dition, aflembleJ promifcuoufly to- 
gether : there was nothing for chaf- 
tity to blufh at, or for humanity to 
fliudder at, in thefe meetfngs ; there 
was no fecret initiation of profelytes. 
by abhorred rites; but they eat a. 
promifcuous meat in Chfiftian cha- 
rity, and with the moft perfedt inno- 
cence *^ 

What- 



* — affi'rmabant autcm, hanc fuifle fummanii 
irel culpas fuae, vel erroris, quod cflent foliti 
ftato die ante lucem- convenire ;. carmenque 
Chrifto, quafi Deo, dicere fecum invicem ; fe— 
que facramento non tnfcclus aliquod obftringere, 
fed ne furta, ne latrocihia, ne adulteria commit- 
terentftie Hdem fallerent^ne depofitum appdlati 
ftbnegarent ;. quibus peradis; morem fibl di{be«^ 

dendi. 
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Whafever £iultsthen the ChrrC^ 
tians may have been guilty of in 
after times ; though you could pro-^ 
duce to us a thoufand ambitious 
prelates of Carthage, or (enfual ones 
of Antioch^ and blot ten thoufand 
pages with the impurities of the 
Chriftian clergy ; yet at this period^ 
whilft the memory of Chrifl: and liis^ 
ApofUes was frefh in their minds ;. 
or, in the more emphatic language 
of Jerome, ** whiift the blood of our* 
Lord was warm, and recent f^th was 
fervent in the believers ;^' we have- 
the greatefl: reafon to conclude, that 
they were eminently diftinguiftied for. 
the probity and the purity of theic 

idendi fuifle, rnrfufque coeundi ad' captendum 
cibunii fromifcuum tamen, €t iimoMum^'^V&u 
Epif. zcvn«|Iib«z« 

lives. 
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lives. Had there been but a fbado^ 
of a crime in their afiemblies^ it muft 
have been detected by the induftrious 
fearch of the intelligent Pliny ; and 
it is a matter of real furpri(e> that na 
one of the apoftates thought of pay- 
ing court to the governor by a falfe 
teftimony ; efpecially, as the apoftacy 
feems to have been exceeding gene- 
ral : fince the temples, which had 
been almoft deferted, began again 
to be frequented ; and the vidtims, 
for which a little time before fcarce a 
"purchafer was to be found, begatl 
again every where to be bought up* 
This, Sir, is a valuable teftimony in 
our favour ; it is not that of a de* 
claiming apologift, of a deluding 
prieft, or of a deluded martyr, of an 
orthodox bilhop, or of any ** of the 
moft pious of men" the Chriftians ; 
5 but 
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but It is that of a Roman magiftratci 
philofopher, and lawyer ; who can<* 
Bot be fuppofed to have wanted in*- 
clination to deteft the immoralities 
or the confpiracies^ of the Chriftians; 
fmce, in his treatment of them, he 
had ftretched the authority of his of- 
fice, and violated alike the laws of 
his country, and of humamity- 

With this teftimony I will con*- 
elude my remarks : for I have no 
difpofition to blacken the charadter 
you have given of Nero ; or to lef^ 
fen the humanity of the Roman ma- 
giftrates ; or to magnify the number 
of Chriftians, or of martyrs; or to 
undertake the defence of a few fana^ 
tics, who by their injudicious zeal 
•brought ruin upon themfelves, and 
difgrace upon their profeffion. I 

mag 
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may not probably have convinced 
you that you are wrong in any thing 
which you have advanced 'y or that 
the authors you have quoted^ will 
notfupport you m the inferences you 
have drawn from their works ; or 
that Chriftianity ought to be diftin- 
guiftied from its corruptions : yet I 
may, perhaps, have had the good 
fortune to Icflen, in the minds of 
others, fome of that diilike to the 
Chriftian religion which the perufal 
of your book had unhappily excited* 
I have touched but upon general to- 
pics ; for 1 ftiould have wearied out 
your patience, to fay nothing of my 
readers', or my own, had I enlarged 
upon every thing in which I diflent 
from youi. and a minute examina- 
tion of your work would, moreover^ 
have had the appearance of a cap/* 

tiou& 
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dous difpofidon to defcend into 3* 
liberal perfonalities ; and might have 
produced a certain acrimony of fen* 
timent or ezpreiEony which may be 
ferviceable in fupplying the place of 
argument^ or adding a zed to a dull 
compofitton ; but has nothing to do 
with the in veft^ation of truth. Sorrjr 
Ihall I be^ if what I have writtea 
Ibould give the lead interruption to 
the profecution of the great work in 
which you are engaged : the world 
is now pofiefled of the opinion of us 
both upon the fubje6k in queftion ; 
and it may, perhaps, be proper for 
us both to leave it in this ftate. I 
fay not this from any backwardnefs 
to acknowledge my miftakcs, whea 
I am convinced that I am in an er-^ 
ror, but to exprefs the almoft infu- 
pcrabk reludancc which I feel ta 

the 
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the bandying abufive argument in 
public controverfy : it is not, in good 
truths a difficult taik to chaftife the 
froward petulance of thofe who mif- 
take peribnal invedive for reafbning^ 
and clumfy banter for ingenuity; 
but it is a dirty bufinefs at beft^ and 
ihould never be undertaken by a 
man of any temper, except when tho 
interefls of truth may fuflfer by his 
jiegled. Nothing of this nature, I 
am fenfible, is to be expeAed from 
you ; and if any thing of the kind 
has happened to efcape myfelf, I 
hereby difclaim the intention of fay- 
ing it, and heartily wifli it unfaid. 

Will you permit me. Sir, through 
this channel (I may not, perhaps, 
have another fa good an opportu- 
nity of doing it) to addrefs a few 

wordsj^ 



( i»8 > 

words, not to yourfelf, but to a fct 
of men who diflurb all ferious com* 
pany with their profane declama- 
tion againft Chriftianity ; and who 
having picked up in their travels, or 
the writings of the deifts, a few flimfy 
objedions, infeft with their ignorant 
and irreverent ridicule the ingenuous 
minds of the rifing generation ^ 
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Gentlemek, 

Suppofe the mighty work accom- 

pliflied, the crofs trampled upon, 
Chriftianity every where profcribed, 
and the religion of Nature once more 
become the religion of Europe; 
what advantage will you have de- 
rived to your country, or to your- 
felves, from the exchange ? I know 
your anfwer — you will have freed the 
world from the hypocrify of Priefts, 
and the tyranny of Superftition.— 
No; you forget that Lycurgus, and 
Numa, and Odin, and Mango-Co- 
pac, and all the great legiflators of 
ancient and modern ftory, have been 
of opinion, that the affairs of civil 
fociety could not well be condufted 

• with' 
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without /ome religion ; you muft of 
neceffity introduce a priefthood, 
with probably as much hypocrify; 
a religion, with ajQTuredly more fu- 
perdition, than that which you now 
reprobate with fuch indecent and i\U 
grounded contempt. But I will tell 
you from what you will have freed 
the world ; you will have freed it 
from its abhorrence of vice, and 
from every powerful incentive td 
virtue ; you will, with the religion, 
have brought back the depraved 
morality of P^anifm ; you will have 
robbed mankind of their firm aflur- 
ance of another life ; and thereby you 
will have defpoiled them of their 
patience, of their humility, of their 
charity, of their chaftity, of all thofe 
mild and filent virtues, which (how- 
ever defpicable they may appear in 

* your 
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your eyes) are the only ones which 
meliorate and fublinie our nature ; 
which Paganifm never knew, which 
fpring from Chriftianity alone, which 
do or might conflitute our comfort 
in this life, and without the poflef* 
fion of which, another life, if after all 
there (hould happen to be one, muft 
(unlefs a miracle be exerted in the 
alteration of our difpoiicion) be more 
vicious and more miferable thaa 
this is. 

Perhaps you will contend, that the 
univerfal light of reafon, that the 
truth and fitnefs of things, are of 
themfelves fufiicient to exalt the na* 
ture, and regulate the manners of 
mankind. Shall we never have don^ 
with this groundlefs commendation 
of natural law ? Look into the firft 

chapter 
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chapter of Paul's Epiftle to the Ro* 
mans, and you will fee the extent of ' 
its influence over the Gentiles of 
thofe days ; or if you diflike Paul's 
authority, and the manners of anti* 
fjuity, look into the more admired 
accounts of modern voyagers ; and 
exaniine its influence over the Pa- 
gans of our own times, over the fen- 
fual inhabitants of Otaheite, over 
the Cannibals of -New Zealand, or 
the remorfelefs Savages of America, 
—But thefe men are Barbarians, 
Your law of nature, nbtwithflanding, , 
extends even to them.— But they 
have mifufed their reafon : — they 
have then the more need of, and 
would be the more thankful for that 
revelation, which you, with an ig- 
norant and faftidious felf-fufiictency, 
deem ufelefs. — But they might of 

them- 
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themfelws, if they thought fk, be- 
come wife and virtuous. — I anfwer 
with Cicero, Uf mbil mtereft^ utrurH 
nemo valeat^ an nemo valere fojjit ( Jic 
non intelJigo quid inter/it^ utrum nem 
fiijapiensy an nemo ejfe pjjit* ' 

' f 

Thefe however^ you will think, 
are extraordinary inftances ; and that 
we ought not from thefe to take out 
meafure of the excellency of the law 
of nature, but rather' from the civi- 
lized ftates of China and Japan, o< 
from the nations which fiouriftied in 
learning and in arts, before Chrif- 
tianity was heard of in the world. 
You mean to fay, that by the law of 
nature, which you are delirous of 
fubftituting in the room of the gof- 
pel, you do not underftand thofe 
rules of conduft, which aa indivi- 

K dual. 
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duaU abftraded from the commu- 
nity » and deprived of the inflitution 
of mankind 9 could excogitate for 
himfelf ; but fuch a fyftcm of pre* 
cepts^ as the mod enlightened men 
of the mod enlightened ages have 
recommended to our obfervancc. 
Where do you find this fyftem ? W^ 
cannot meet with it in the works 
of Stobseus^ or the Scythian Ana« 
charfis; nor in thofe of Plato^ or of 
Cicero ; nor in thofe of the Emperor 
Antoninus, or the Have Epiftetus ; 
for we are perfuaded^ that the mod 
animated con(iderations of the wfs^ 
"TTOif, and the bonejbim, of the beauty 
of virtue, and the fitnefs of things, 
are not able to furnifti, even a Bru- 
tus himfelf, with permanent prin- 
ciples of a<aion ; much lefs are they 
able to purify the polluted receffes of 

a vi- 
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k vitiated Kekrt, to curb tbe Irregula- 
rity of appetite, or reftrain the impc- 
tuolity of paffipn in cominoh tnen^ 
If you order lis to eximine the wdrkk ' 
of Grotius, or Fuffendorf, of BurUi- 
inaqui, or Hutcbinfon, for what yoii 
iinderftand by the law of nature ; we 
apprehend that you are in a great 
error, in taking your notions of na- 
tural law, as di&dvcrabfe by natiirsA 
reafbn, from the elegant fy ft ems of & 
which have been drawn up by Clirif- 
tlah Philofophers ; fincc they have 
all laid their foundations, cither ta- 
citly ' or '^ipkpf efsly, tipon \ principle 
ilenvcd frdni revelation— a thorough 
Rnowleqge of the being aiid attri'- 
\)utes 'of 'God : and bven thbfe 
^mbhgft yoiirtelves, wJRij-, reji^Alrt^ 
CKrirtiamty,' ' ftllf continue '^ tlfieift^ 
are ih'ciel^tca *tb"reveIatron'(wI\^^ 
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you. arc cither aware of, or difpofcd 
to acknowledge the debt, or not) for 
thofe fublime fpeculations concern- 
ing the Deity, which you have 
fondly attributed to the excellency 
of your own unaflifted reafon. If 
you would know the real genius of 
natural law, and how far it can pro- 

ceed in the invelligation or enforce- 

■ ' - • • ... 

ment of moral duties ; you muft con- 
fult the manners and the writings of 
thofe who have never heard of either 
thejewifh or the Chriftian difpen- 
fation, or of thofe other manife[ta- 
tions of himfelf, Tvhich God vouch- 
JTafed to Adam and to the patriarchs 
before and after the flood. It would 
be difficult perhaps any where, to 
find a peoj^le entirely deflitute of tra- 
ditionary notices concerning a Deity, 
and of traditionary fears qr .expec- 
tations 



V 



( 197 ) 
cations of another life ; and the mo- 
rals of mankind may have, perhaps, 
been no where quite fo abandoned 
as they would have been, had they 
been left wholly to themfelves in 



thefe points : however, it is a truth 
which cannot be denied, how much 
foever it may be lathented, that 
though the generality of mankind 
hive always Had fomc faint concept 
tions of God and his providence; 
yet they have been always greatly 
inefficacious in the ' production of 
good morality, and highly deroga- 
tory to his nature," amongft all the 
people of the earthi except the Jews 
and Chriilians ; and fome may per-^ 
haps be defirous of excepting the 
Mahometans, who derive all that is 
good in their Koran fronni Chrif* 
tianity. 
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The laws concerning juftice, and 
tlie reparation of damages, concern- 
ing the fecurity of property, and the 
performance of contrafts ; concern- 
ing, in fliort, whatever afFefts the 
well-being of civil fociety, have been 
^very where underftood with fufE- 
cient precifion ; ^nd if you choofe ta 
ftyle Jufl;inian*s code, a code of ija- 
tural law, though you will en: againft 
propriety of fpeech, y ejt ypu ar^ fo. 
far. in the right, that natural, rfia(pa 
^ifcovered, and tb^ cfeprayity Qf:l^||- 

ijaan nature compelled. hulto$4i l^U^ 
tp eftablilh, by^propqr l^r,^OD^ tha 
IjlWAtJaCr^ln.cpntainejd; ^dyoj^wiH 
have moreover Carneades^ no meao; 
philofopher, on your fidej who knew, 
of no law of nature di^erenf; fropi 
tliati which .mfii> b^d. iijftit^iedl fpr^ 
their common utility, and .wbkU 

was 
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was various according to the manners 
of men in different climates, and 
changeable with a change of times 
in the fame. And in truth, in all 
countries where Paganifm has been 
the eftablifhed religion, though a 
philofopher may now and then have 
flapped beyond the paltry prefcript 
of civil jurifprudencc in his purfuit- 
of virtue ; yet the bulk of mankind 
have ever been contented with that 
fcaaty pittance of morality which 
enabled them to efcape the la(h of 
civil panifliment : I call it a fcanty 
pittance, becaufe a man may be in* 
temperate, iniquitous, itxipious, a 
thousand ways a profligate and a vil- 
lain, and yet elude the cognizance,, 
and avoid the punifliment of civil 
laws. 
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I am fenfible, you will be ready 
to fay, what is all this to the pur- 
pofe ? Though the bulk of mankind 
may never be able to inveftigate the 
laws of natural religion, nor difpofed 
to reverence their fanftions when In- 
vefligated by others, nor foiicitous 
about any other ftandard of moral 
reftitude than civil legiflation ; yet 
the inconveniences which may attend 
the extirpation of Chriftianity can be 
no proof of its truth :; — ^I have not 
produced them as a proof of its truth j 
but they are a flxong and conclufive 
proof, if not of its truth, at leafl of 
its utilitv : and the coniideration of 
its utility may be a motive to your- 
felves for examining, whether it may 
not chance to be true ; and it ought 
to be a reafon with every good citi- 
zen, and with every man of found 
judgment, to keep his opinions to 

bimiclfj 
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himfelf, if, from any. particular cir* 
cumftancc;s in his ftudics or in his 
education, he ftiould have the mif- 
fortune to think that it is not true. 
If you can difcover to the rifing ge- 
neration a better religion than the 
Chriftian, one that will more efFec- 
tually animate their hopes, and fub« 
due their paffions, make them bet- 
ter men or better members of fo- 
ciety, we importune you to publifli 
it for their advantage ; but till you 
can do that, we beg of you not to 
give the reins to their paffions, by in- 
ftiliing into their unfufpicious minds 
your pernicious prejudices. Even 
now, men fcruple not, by their law- 
lefs luft, to ruin the rcpplc of private 
families, and to fix a (laih of infamy 
upon the nobleft : even now, they 
facfitj^jjl^l^ in lifting up a murder- 
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ous arm againO: the life of their 
friend^ or againft their owb^ as often 
as the ^ver of intemperarice {lunu- 
lates their Fcfentment^ or the fatiety 
of an ufelefs life excites their defpoa- 
dency : evea now, whilft we are per- 
fuaded of a refurredion firom the 

dead, and of a judgment to come^ we 
find it difficult enpugh to refifl; the 
folicitations of fenfe» and to efcape 
unfpottedirom ihe licentious man-*^ 
ners of the world : but what wiM be- 
come of our virtue^ what of the con« 
fequent peace and happinefs of fo- 
ciety^ if you perfuade ua that there 
are qo fuch things > In^ two wordsr-r 
you may rvin yourffc^ea by your at- 
tempt, ajttd yottwiU certainly ruin 
ypur cputttirji by^ youc fiiccefs. . 

Bu( ^€ €onfi^ecation o£ the iniur 

tility 
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tility of yoar defign, is not the only 
one which (hould induce, you to 
abandon its the argument a tuto> 
ought to be warily managed, or it 
may tend to the filencing our oppofi- 
lion to any fyftem of fuperftition, 
which has had the good fortune tcy 
be fandified by public authority t i& 
is, indeed^ liable to no obje&ion in 
the prefent cafe ; we do not, how- 
ever, wholly rely upon its cogency. 
It is not contended, that Chriftianity 
is to be received merely becaufe it is 
ufefiil, but becaufe it is true.. This 
you deny, and think your objections 
well grounded : we conceive them. 
originating in your "vanity, your im- 
morality, or your mifapprchci^/ion* 
There are many >5rorthleis doftrines>. 
many fuperftitious obfervances, whiclt 
the fi:aud or folly of mankind have! 

K 6 every 
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every where annexed to Chriftianity 
(cfpecially inthe church of Rome), as 
eflential parts of it : if you take thefe 
forry appendages to Chriftianity for 
Chriftianity itfelf, as preached by 
Chrift, and by the apoftles; if you 
confound the Roman with the Chrif- 
tian religion^ you quite mifapprehend 
its nature, and are in a ftate fimilar to 
that of men mentioned by Plutarch, 
in his Treatife of Superftition ; who, 
flying from fuperftition, leapt over 
religion^ and funk into downright 

Atheifm *• — Chriftianity if not a re- 
ligion 

* Le Papifme (iays Helvetius in a poftr 
fikumoas work) n'eft aux yeux d'un homme 
&tk(h qu' unt puic idolatric— -nous fommes bon- 
nes dc Pabfurdite dc la religion paSenne. Celle 
dcla religion Papiftc ttonncra bien d'a^ntagt 
ua jour la pofteriti.— Wc truft that da j it not 
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ligion very palatable to a voluptuous 
age i it will not conform its preecpts 
to tke (landard of fafhion ; it will 
not lelSen the deformity of vice by 
lenient appellations ; but calls keep- 
ing, whoredom ; intrigue, adultery ; 
and duelling, murder; it will not 
pander the luft, it will not licenfc the 
intemperance of mankind; it is a 
troublefome monitor to a man of 
pleafure ; and your way of life may 
have made you quarrel with your 

at a great difta^ice, and deifin w3I then be't>uned 
in the ruins of the church of Rome ; for the 
taking the fuperftition, the avarice, the amhi- 
tion, the intolerance of Antidiriftianifm for 
Chriftianity, has been the great error upOa 
which infidelity has built iU fyftem, both at 
home ^d abroad. 
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l^g^pQ.-.As to your vanity, as a 
caufe of your infidelity^ fuflfer n^e to 
produce die fcntiments.of M. Bayle 
lapon that bead i if the defcription 
does not fuit your charadter^ you 
will not be offended at it ;. and i£ 
ypu ^re offended with its freedom , 
k will do you good. ** This jaclinesr 
^e to believe, that Libertines, like 
Pea*Barreaux> are not greatly per- 
fiiaded of the trudi of what they fay. 
They have made no deep examinar 
tibn ; they have learned fome few 
olye^ipns, which they aje perpe- 
ti^^lly nuking a noife with; they 
%eak from a principle of oftentation, 
mad give themfelves the lie in the 
lime of danger.. — Vanity has a great- 
er Iharc in their difputes than con- 
fcience ;. they imagine that the (in- 
sularity and boldnefs of the opi^- 
c. nions 




iiions which diey maintain^ wiH gw^ 
them tb€ reputation of men of parts : 
by degrees, they get a habit of 
holding impious difcpurfes ;^ :^k1 if 
their: vanity b^ accp.qfipaniod by s^ 
voluptuous life, their piogcefs in tba( 
rqa-d is the. fwifeer 'V** 

The main &rt& of your objec- 
tions refts not upon the-infuffieiency 
of the external evidence t€> the truth 
of Chriftknity ; for few of you^ 
though you niay become the future 
ornamentfi. of the fenate, or of the 
bar, have ever employed^ an houria 
Its exaihmation $/ bu€ upo9 the dif<^ 
ficulty of tlie doftrines contained ia 
the New Tcftafmcnt : they exceedi 

you foy, your comprchenfioh ; and 
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you felicitate yourfclves, that you 
arc not yet arrived at the true ftan- 
dard qf orthodox faith — credo quia im* 
fojjibile. You think it woukl be 
tieikihg a fuperfluous trouble, to en- 
quire into the nature of the external 
proofs by which Chriftianity is eftab^ 
liftied; fince^ in your opinion^ the 
bode itfelf carries with, it its own re- 
futation*. A gentleman as acute, 
probably, as any of you, and who 
x>nce believed, perhaps, as little as 
any of you, has drawn a quite diffe- 
rent conclufion from the perufal of 
the New Teftament : bis book (how- 
ever exceptionable it may be thought 
in fome particular parts) exhibit s> not 
only a diftinguifbed triumph of rea* 
fon over . prejudice, of Chriftianity 
over Dcifm i but it exhibits, what is 
infinitely more rare, the character of 
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a man who has had courage and can- 
dour enough to acknowledge it *. 

But what if there Ihould be fome 
incomprehenfible dodtrines in the 
Chriftian religion; fome circum- 
flancesj which in their cau(es^ or their 
confequences, furpafs the reach of 
human reafon; are they to be ref- 
jedted upon that account ? You are, 
or would be thought, men of read-j 
ing, and knowledge, and enlarged 
underftandings ; weigh the matter 
fairly ; and confider whether revealed 
religion be not, in this refpedt, juft 
\ipon the fame footing with every 
other objcft of your contemplation,^ 
Even jn mathematics, the fcience of 
demonftration itfelf, though you get 

* Sec A View of the Internal Evidence, ftc 
by Soame Jeoyns, 

over 
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over its firft principles^ and learn to 
digeft the idea of a point without 
parts^ a. line without breadth^ and a 
furface without thicknefs ; yet you 
will find yourfelf at a lofs to com- 
prehend, the perpetual approxima* 
tion of lines which can never meet ; 
the dodrine of incommenfurables, 
and of an infinity of infinites^ eacb. 
infinitely greater^ or infinitely lefs^ 
hot only than any finite quanti- 
ty, but than each other. In phy- 
fics, you cannot comprehend the. pri- 

xnary cauft of any thfng ; not of the 

light, by which you f<;e j nor of the 
. elafticity of the air, by which yoa 
hear j nor of the fire, by. which you 
ftre warmed. In phyfiology, you 
cannot tell what firft gave naotion 
to the heart; nor what continues 
it i^ nor why its motiou ialefs volun* 
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tary than that of the lur^gSj ; nor why; 
you are abJe to move your ai^m to 
the right or left, by a fimple voli- 
yon : you canaot explain the caufe; 
of animal heat ; nor comprel^ lend tl^e 
principle by. which ypur body was ai; 
firft formed^ nor by wh^ph it is, fuf- 
tained. ngr l^y which it will be re-r 
duc€4 to earth. In natural, religion^ 
jf^yji Q^ix^ gpn^reb^od thfi eternit]; 

^ly . underftafifi: i^9^ ^^ P>^^9^C^ 
^ ^9 cpniiilent wit|i your freedoiHiL 
Qr bi^^imnuit^^ijif j5 Mfith hi? goverikn 
ment; of naoral ageaifs ; nor ^hy h^ 
did not ipakeall hjis, creatures equa||)^ 
perfedt ; nor w^ he did not creatQ 
them fooner : in ftiprt, you c.antio6 
look into any l?rAnich of knowledge^ 
but you will rqeet with fubje&s. above 
yoHr compreheR^Qft, The fallancjthft 
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redemption of human kind are not 
more incomprehenfible than the crea- 
tion and the confervation of the 
univerfe : the infinite Author of the 
works of providence, and of nature, 
is equally infcrutible, equally pift 
our finding out in them both. And 
It IS fomewhat remarkable, that the 
deepeil inquirers into nature have 
ever thought with moll reJvererice, 
arid fpoken with' nibft diffideiScc,' 
ionHtthtTng t\\ok things which, irf 
revealed religion, may feem'hard to 
beunderftood; they have ever avoid- 
ed that felf-fufficiency of knowledge 
which fprings from ignorance, pro- 
duces indifierenfce, and ends in infi- 
delity. Adtpiratle to this purpofe, 
i$ the f efiedion of the greatdl ma* 
thematician of the prefent age, when 
he is combating an opinion, of New« 

ton^s 
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ton's by an hypothefis of his own, 
ilill lefs (jefenfible than that which 
he oppofts :— Tpui Ics jours que je 
vois de ces efprits-fpits, qui critique 
les verites de notre religion^ et s'cii 
mocquent meme avec la plus imper- 
tinente fuffifance^ je penfe^ chetifs 
inortels ! combien et combien des 
chofes fur lefquelles vous raifonnez 
fi leg^remeiit, font ellcs plus fub* 
limes, et plus eleves, que celles fur 
lefquelles le grand NeWton s'egare 
fi grpflpyerement*!..: -. 
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Plato jcnepcions a fet : of men who 
.werfr veiy ignorant/ and thought 
themfelveS iiipremely wife *; arid who 
r^e£t;ed the argument for the being 
of a Gtjd, . dcrivjdd from : the har- 

* Eulcr. 
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mony and order of the univerfe, is 
old arid trite*. There have been 
tnen, it feems, in all ages, who, in 
affeftiog fingxHaiity, have overlook- 
ed truth : an argument, however, is 
not the worfe for being old; and 
furely it would have been a more jiA 
mode of reaforiing, if you had exa* 
mined the external evidence for tfie 
truth of Chriftianity, weighed the ol^ 
arguments from mhraclei, and from 
prophecies, before you tad rejefted 
the whole account from the difficuU 
ties you met with in it. You would 
laugh at an Indian, wha in peeping 
into a hiftory of England, and meet- 
ing with the mention of the Thames 
being £cozen> or of a fiiower of hail, 
or i)f fnow, (hould : tUrow the book 

« DeX^,lxb.x. 

afide. 
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afide, as wiworthy of his further Ao- 
tice, from his wane of ability to conl« 
prehend thefe phafenomena. . 

In confldering tlfe argument from 
micades, you will fooh be convinced j 
that it is poffible for God to^oHc niU 
racles ; and you will be convinced^ 
that it is as poffible for huinan te(ti<f 
mony to eilabliih the truth of rnira* 
culousj as of ph3rfical oi: hiftorical 
evcnt;s : but before you can be con* 
vinced that the miracles in queftioii 
arc fupported by fuch teftimony as 
deferves to be creditcd,^ you muft 
inquire at what period, and by what 
perfons, the book's of the Old and 
New Teftament were compofed. If 
you rejedt the account, without mak4 
ing this examination, you rejeft it 
from prejudice^ not from reafon. 

There 
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There is, however, a ftiort method 
of examining this argument, which 
may, perhaps, make as great an im- 
preffion on your minds as any other. 
Three men of diftingui(hed abilities 
rofe up at different times> and at- 
tacked Chriftianity with every ob- 
jedion which their malice could fug- 
ged. Of their learning could devife : 
but neither Celfus in the fecond cen- 
tury, nor Porphyry in the third, nor 
the emperor Julian himfelf in the 
fourth century, ever queftioncd the 
reality of the miracles related in the 
Gofpels. Do but you grant us what 
thefe men (who were more likely to 
know the truth of the matter than 
you can be) granted to their advcr^ 
faries, and we will very readily let 
you make the mod of the Magic, to 
which, as the lad wretched (hift) 

they 
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they were forced to attribute them. 
We can find you men, in our days, 
who, from the mixture of two colour- 
lefs liquors, will produce you a third 
as red as blood, or of any other co- 
lour you defire ; et diilo eitius, by a 
drop refembling water, will re do re 
the tranfparency ; they will make 
two fluids coalefce into a folid body; 
and, from the mixture of liquors cold- 
er than ice, will inftantly raife you a 
horrid explofion and a tremendous 
flame : thefe, and twenty other 
tricks they will perform, without 
having been fent with our Saviour to 
Egypt to learn magic ; nay, with a 
bottle or two of oil, they will com- 
poft the undulations of a lake ; and, 
by a little art, they will reftore the 
-funftions of life to a man, who has 
been an hour or two under water, or 

L a day 
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a day or two buried in the fnow : but 
in vain will chefe men^ or the greateft 
magician that Egypt ever (aw, fay to 
a boifterous fea, Peace^ be ftill ; in 
vain will they fay to a carcafe rotting 
in the grave, Come forth : the winds 
and the fea will not obey them, and 
the putrid carcafe will not hear them. 
You need not fuffer yourfelves to be 
deprived of the weight of this argu- 
ment, from its having been ob- 
ferved, that the Fathers have ac- 
knowledged the fupernatural part of 
Paganifm ; fince the Fathers were in 
jio condition to deteft a cheat, which 
was fupp6rted both by the difpo- 
iition of the people, and the power 
of the civil magiftrate *^ and they 
were from that inability /prced to 

♦ Sec Lord Lyttdt, Obf. on St. Paul, p. 5^ 

attri- 
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attribute to infernal agency, what 
was too cunningly contrived to be 
detefted, and contrived for too im- 
pious a purpofe, to be credited as 
the work of Gdd. 

With refpeft to prophecy, you 
may, perhaps, have accullomed your- 
felves to confider it as originating ia 
Afiatic enthufiafm, in Chaldean myf- 
tery, or in the fubtle ftratagem of 
interefted Prieftsj and have given 
yourfelves no more trouble concern- 
ing the prediftions of facred, thati 
concerning the oracles of Pagan hif- 
tory. Or if you have ever caft a 
glance upon this fubjeft, the diffen* 
lions of learne'd men concerning the 
proper interpretation of the Reve- 
lation, and other difficult prophe- 
cies, may have made you ralhly 

L« 2 con* 
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conclude, that all prophecies were 
equally unintelligible, and more in- 
debted for their accompliftiment to 
a fortunate concurrence of events, 
and the pliant ingenuity of the 
cxpofitor, than to the infpired 
forefight of the prophet. In all that 
the prophets of the Old Teftament 
•have delivered, concerning the de- 
ftrudlion of particular cities, and the 
defolation of particular kingdoms, 
you may fee nothing but (hrewd con- 
jefturcs, which any one acquainted 
with the hiftory of the jife and fall 
of empires might certainly have 
made : and as you would not hold 
him for a prophet, who (hould now 
affirm, that London br Paris would 
afford to future ages a fpeftacle juft 
as melancholy as that which we now 
contemplate, with a figh, in .the 

ruins 
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ruins of Agrigentum or Palmyra ; fo 
you cannot perfuade yourfelves to 
believe that the denunciations of 
the prophets againft the haughty ci- 
ties of Tyre or Babylon, for inftance, 
proceeded from the infpiration of 
the Deity. There is no doubt, that 
by fome fuch general kind of rea- 
foning, many are influenced to pay 
no attention to an argument^ which, 
if properly confidered, carries with. 
it the llrongeft convidion. 

Spinoza faid. That he would have 
broken his atheiftic fyftem to pieces, 
and embraced without repugnance 
the ordinary faith of Chriftians, if he 
could have perfuaded himfelf of the 
refurreftion of Lazarus from the 
dead ; and I queftioa nor, that there 
are many difbeiievers who would re- 

L 3 linquifh 
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Jinquilh their Deiftic tenets, and re- 
ceive the gofpel, if they could per- 
fuade themfelves, that God had ever 
fo far interfered in the moral govern- 
ment of the world, as to illumine the 
mind of any one man with the know- 
ledge of future events. A miracle 
ftrikes the fenfes of the perfons who 
fee it ; a prophecy addrefles itfclf to 
the underftandings of thofe who be- 
hold its completion ; and it requires, 
in many cafes, fome learning, in all 
fome attention, to judge of the cor- 
rcfpondence of events with the prc- 
difUons concerning them. No oae 
can be convinced, that what Jere- 
miah and the other prophets fore- 
told of the fate of Babylon, that it 
ftould be befieged by the Medes ; 
that it fliould be taken, when her 
mighty men were drunken, when her 

fprings 
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fprings were dried up ; and that it 
fhould become a pool of water, and 
fliould remain defolate for ever ; no 
one, I fay, can be convinced, that 
all thefe, and other parts of the pro- 
phetic denunciation, have been mi- 
nutely fulfilled, without fpcnding 
Ibme time in reading the accounts 
which profane hiftorians have deli- 
vered down to us concerning its be- 
ing taken by Cyrus ; and which mo- 
dern travellers have given us of its 
prefent fituation. 

Porphyry was fo perfuaded of the 
coincidence between the prophecies 
of Daniel and the events, that he 
was forced to affirm, the prophecies 
were written after the things prophe- ^ 
lied of had happened. Another Por- 
phyry has, in our days, been fo afko- 

L. 4 ni(hed 
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niflietl at the correfpondence between 
the prophecy concerning the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, as related by St. 
Matthew, and the hiftory of that 
event, as recorded by Jofephus; 
that, rather than embrace Chrif- 
tianity, he has ventured (contrary to 
the faith of all ecclefiaftical hiftory, 
the opinion of the learned of all ages, 
and all the rules of good criticifin) 
to aflert, that St. Matthev/ wrote 
his Gospel after Jerufalem had been 
taken aitd deftroyed by the Romans. 
You may from thefe inftances per- 
ceive the ftrength of the argument 
from prophecy ; it has not been able 
indeed to vanquifli the prejudices of 
either the ancient or the modern Por- 
phyry; but it has been able to com- 
pel them both to be guilty of ob- 
vious falfehoods, which have no- 
thing 
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thing but impudent: affertions to fup- 
port them. 

Some over- zealous interpreters of 
fcripture have found prophecies in 
fimple narrations^ extended real pre- 
diftions beyond the times and cif' 
cumftances to which they naturally 
were applied, and perplexed their 
readers with a thoufand quaint allu- 
lions and allegorical conceits : this 
proceeding has made men of fenfe 
pay lefs regard to prophecy in ge- 
neral. There are fome predhStions, 
however, fuch as thofe^ concerning 
the prefent ftate of the Jewilh peo- 
ple, and the corruption of Chrif- 
tianity, which are now fulfilling in 
the world ; and which, if you will 
take the trouble to examine them, 
you will find of fiich an extraordi- 
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nary nature, that you will not per- 
haps hcfitate to refer them to God 
as their author ; and if you once be- 
come perfuaded of the truth of any 
one miracle, or of the completion of 
any one prophecy, you will refolve 
all your difficulties (concerning the 
manner of God's interpofition in 
the moral government of our fpe- 
cies, and the nature of the dodrines 
contained in revelation) into your 

own inability fully to comprehend 
the whole fcheme of divine Provi- 
dence. 

We are told, however, that the 
ftrangenefs of the narration, and the 
difficulty of the dodtrines contained 
in the New Teftament, are not the 
only circumftances which induce you 
to rejed itj you have difcovered, 

you 
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you thinky fo many contradidions in 
the accounts which the Evangelifts 
have given of the life of Chrift, that 
you are compelled to conlider the 
whole as an ill-digefted and impro- 

9 

bable ftory. You would not reafon 
thus upon any other occafion ; you 
would not rejedt as fabulous the ac- 
counts given by Livy and Polybius 
of Hannibal and the Carthaginians, 
though you (hould difcover a dif- 
ference betwixt them in feveral 
points of little importance* You 
cannot compare the hiftory of the 
fame events as delivered by any 
two hiftorians, but you will meet with 
many circumftances, which, though 
mentioned by one, are cither wholly 
omitted, or differently related by the 
other J and this obfervation is pecu- 
liarly applicable to biographical writ- 
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ings : but no one ever thought of 
difcelieving the leading circumftances 
of the lives of Vitellius or Vefpafian, 
becaufe Tacitus and Suetonius did 
not in every thing correfpond iq 
their accounts of thefe emperors. 
And if the memoirs of the life and 
dodlrines of M. dc Voltaire himfelf 
were, fome twenty or thirty years 
after his death, to be delivered to 
the world by four of his moft inti- 
mate acquaintance, I do not appre- 
hend that we fhould difcredit the 
whole account of fuch an extraordi- 
nary man, by reafon of fome flight 
inconfiftencies and contradiftions 
which the avowed enemies of his name 
might chance to difcover in the fe- 
veral narrations. Though we (hould 
grant you then, that the Evangelifts 
had fallen into fome trivial contra- 

didions^ 
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diftions, in what they have related 
concerning the life of Chrift ; yet 
you ought not to draw any other 
inference from our conceffion than 
that they had not plotted together, 
as cheats would have done, in order 
to give an unexceptionable confift- 
cncy to their fraud. We are not 
however difpofed to make you any 
fuch conceffion ; we will rather (hew 
you the futility of your general ar- 
gument, by touching upon a few of- 
the places which you think are moft 
liable to yout; cenfure. 

You obferve, that neither Luke, 
nor Mark, nor John have mentioned 
the. cruelty of Herod in murdering 
the infants of Bethlehem j and that 
no account is to be found of this 
matter in Jofephus, who wrote the 

life 
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life of Herod ; and therefore the fad 
recorded by Matthew is not true. 
—The concurrent teftimony of many 
independent writers concerning a 
matter of fa£b unqueflionably adds 
to its probability j but if nothing is 
to be received as true, upon the tefti- 
mony of a fingle author, we muft 
give up fome of the bed writers, and 
difbelieve fome of the moft intereft* 
ing fads of ancient hiftory. 

According to Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, there was only an interval of 
three months, you fay, between the 
baptifm and crucifixion of Jefus ; 
from which time, taking away the 
forty days of the temptation, there 
will only remain about fix weeks 
for the whole period of his public 
miniftry ; which lafted however, ac- 
cording 
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cording to St. John^ at the leaft 
above three years.— Your objcdion 
fairly ftated ftands thus : MattheN^^, 
Mark, and Luke, in writing the bif- 
tory of Jefus Chrift, mention the fe- 
veral events of his life, as following 
one another in continued fucccffion, 
without taking notice of the times 
in which they happened : but is it a 
juft conclufion from their filence, to 
infer that there really were no inter- 
vals of time between the tranfadions 
which they fcem to have conneded ? 
Many inftances might be produced 
from the moft admired biographers 
of antiquity, in which events are re- 
lated, as immediately confequent to 
each other, which did not happen 
but at very diftant periods : we have 
an obvious example of this manner 
of writing in St. Matthew 5 who con* 
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neds the preaching of John the Bap^ 
tift with the return of Jofeph from 
Egyptj though we are certain that 
the latter event preceded the former 
by a great many years* 

John has faid nothing of the in- 
ftitution of tlie Lord's fupper j the 
other Evangelifts have faid nothing 
of the waQiing of the difciples' feet : 
— What then ? are you not aftiamed 
to produce thefe fafts, as inftances 
of contradiftion ? If omiffions are 
contradiftions, look into the hiftory 
of the age of Louis the Fourteenth, 
or into the general hiftory of M*. de 
Voltaire, and you will meet with a 
great abundance of con trad idions. 

John, in mentioning the difcourfe 
which Jefus had with his mother and 

his 
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his beloved difciple, at the time of hfs 
crucifixion, fays, that (he with Mary 
Magdalene flood near the crofs : Mat- 
thew, on the other hand, fays, that 
Mary Magdalene and the other wo- 
men were there, beholding afar off. 
This you think a manifeft contradic- 
tion ; and fcoffingly inquire, whether 
the women and the beloved difciple, 
which were near the crofs, could be the 
fame with thofe who ftood far from 
the crofs ? — It is difficult not to 
tranfgrefs the bounds of modera- 
tion and good manners, in anfwering 
fuch fophiflry. What ! have you to 
learn, that though the Evangelifls 
fpeak of the crucifixion as of one 
event, it was not accomplifhed in 
one inflant, but lafted feveral hours ? 
And why the women, who were a.t 
a diftance from the crofs, might not, 
during its continuance, draw near 

the 
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the crofs ; or, from being near the 
crofs, might not move from the 
crofs, is more than you can explain 
to either us or yourfelves. And we 
take from you your only refuge, by 
denying exprefsly, that the different 
Evangelifts, in their mention of the 
wome.,, [peak of the fame point of 
time. 

The Evangelifls, you affirm, arc 
fallen into grofs contradidions, in 
their accounts of the appearances by 
which Jefus manifefted himfelf to his 
difciplcs, after his refurreftion from, 
the dead ; for Matthew fpeaks of 
two, Mark of three, Luke of two, 
and John of four. That contradic- 
tory propofitions cannot be true, is 
readily granted ; and if you will pro- 
duce the place in which. Matthew 

fays. 
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fays, that Jefus Chrift appeared twice 
and no oftener^ it will be further 
granted, that he is contradidted by 
Johii in a very material part of his 
narration : but till you do that, you 
muft excufe me, if I cannot grant, 
that the Evangelifts have contra- 
didled each other in this point ; for 
to common undcrftaodings it is pretty 
evident, that it Chrift appeared four 
times, according to John's account, 
he muft have appeared twice, ac- 
cording to that of Matthew and 
Luke, and thrice, according to that 
of Mark. 

The different Evangelifts are not 

only accufed of contradiding each 

other, but Luke is faid to have con- 

tradided himfelf ; for in his Gofpcl 

« ke tells us, that Jefus afcended itita 
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heaven from Bethany ; and in the 
Afts of the Apoilles, of which he is 
the reputed author, he informs us 
that he afcended from Mount Olivet. 
■—Your objeftion proceeds either 
from your ignorance of geography, 
or your ill-will to Chriftianity ; and 
upon either fuppolition deferves our 
contempt : be plcafed, however, to 
remember for the future, that Be- 
tliany was not only the name of a 
town, but of a diftrift of Mount 
Olivet adjoining to the town. 

From this fpeclmen of the contra- 
didlions afcribed to the hidorians of 
the life of Chrift, you may judge for 
yourfelvcs what little reafon there is 
to rejedt Chriftianity upon their ac- 
count ; and how fadly you will be 
impofed upon (in a matter of more 

confe-- 
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confequence to you than any other) 
]f you take every thing for a contra- 
diftion, which the uncandid adver- 
faries of Chriftianity think proper to 
call one. 

Before I put an end to this addrefs, 
I» cannot help taking notice of an 
argument by which fome philofo- 
phers have of late endeavoured to 
overturn the whole fyftem of reve- 
lation : and it is the more neceflary 
to give an anfwer to their objedlion, 
as it is become a common fubjed: of 
philofophical converfation, efpecially 
amongft thofe who have vifited the 
continent. The objeAion tends to 
invalidate, as is fuppofed, the author 
rity of Mofes, by (hewing that the 
earth is much older than it can be 
proved to be from his account of the 

creation^ 
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crcarion, and the fcripture chrono- 
logy. Wc contend^ that fix thou- 
fand years have not yet elapfed fincc 
the creation ; and thefe philofophcrs 
contend, that they have indubitable 
proof of the earth's being at the leaft 
fourteen thouiand years old ; and they 
complain that Mofes hangs as^ 
dead weight upon them, and blunts 
all their zeal for inquiry *. 

The Canonico Recupero, who, it 
feems, is engaged in writing the hif- 
tory of mount Etna, has difcovercd 
a ftratum of lava which flowed from 
that mountain, according to his opi- 
nion, in the time of the fecond Pu- 
nic war, or about two thoufand years 
ago ; this ftratum is not yet covered 

wkh 
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with foil fufficientfor the produftion 
of either corn or vines j it requires 
then, fays the Canon, two thoufand 
years at leaft to convert a ftratum of 
lava into a fertile field. In finking 
a pit near Jaci, in the neighbourhood 
of Etna, they have difcovered evi- 
dent marks of feven diftinft lavas 
one under the other ; the furfaces of 
which are parallel, and moft of them 
covered with a thick bed of rich 
earth : now, the eruption which 
formed the loweft of thefe lavas (if 
we may be allowed to- reafon, fays 
the Cation, from analogy) flowed 
from the mountain at leaft fourteen 
thoufand years ago.— It might be 
briefly anfwered to this objeftion, 
by denying that there is ^ny thing 
in the hiftory of Mofes repugnant 
to this opinion concerning the great 

anti* 
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antiquity of the earth; for th^^agh 
the rife and progrefs of xrrs and 
fciences^ and the (mail ixulufpiicition 
of the human fpcdes, i:e!:)if<*r k al- 
moft to a denKxrftniriiCii rrr&iible, 
that man has aoc crii'Thai: Icmgrar zipon 
the furfacc of tfcas ex:^ dnur iui::ord. 
ing to the MofaEc account: l 'frc that 
the earth itfelf was tfe^ti ci^str^ out 
of nothing, when rr-an vtis placed 
\ipon it, is not, accordiog to the fen- 
liments of fome philofophers, to be 
proved from the original text of fa- 
crcd fcripture : we might, I fay, re- 
ply with thefe philofophers to this 
formidable objedlion of the Canon, 
by granting it in its full extent; we 
are under no neceffity, however, of 
adopting their opinion in order to 
(hew the weaknefs of the Canon's rea- 
foning. For, ia the firft place, the 
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Canon has not fatisfadorily ' efta- 
l)Uflied his main fad:^ that the lava 
in queftion is the identical lava which 
Piodorus Siculus mentions to have 
flowed from Etna, in the fccond Car- 
thaginian war; and in the fecond 
place it may be obferved, that the 
time ncceflary for converting lavas 
into fertile fields^ muft be very differ- 
ent, according to the different con- 
fiftcncies of the lavas, and their dif- 
ferent fituations, with refpeft to ele- 
vation or depreffion ; to their being 
expofed to winds, rainsj and to other 
circum(lancts ; juft as the time in 
which the heaps of iron flag (which 
refembles lava) are covered with 
verdure, is different at different fur- 
naces, according to the nature of the 
ilag, and fituation of the furnace; 

and fomething of this kind is dedu- 
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cible from the account of the Canon 
himfelf ; fince the crevices of this 
famous ftratum are really full of rich, 
good foil, and have pretty large trees 
growing in them. 

But if all this (hould be thought 
not fufficient to remove the objoc* 
tion^ I will produce the Canon an 
analogy in oppofition to his analc^, 
and which is grounded on more cer- 
tain fads. Etna and Vefuvius re- 
femble each other, in the caules 
vfhich produce their eruptions, and 
in the nature of their lavas, and in 
the time necefTary to mellow them 
into foil fit for vegetation ; or if there 
be any flight difference in this re- 
fpedt^ it is probably not greater than 
what fubfifts between different lavas 
<yf the fame mountain. This being 
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admitted, which no philofopher will 
deny, the Canon's analogy will prove 
juft nothing at all, if we can produce 
an inftance of feven different lavaa^ 
(with interjacent ftrata of vegeta- 
ble earth) which have flowed from 
mount Vefuvius, within the fpace, 
not of fourteen thoufand, but of 
fomewhat lefs than feventeen hut>- 
dred years 5 for then, according to 
our analogy, a ftratum of lava may 
be covered with vegetable foil in 
about two hundred and fifty years, 
inftead of requiring two thoufand for 
the purpofe. The eruption of Ve- 
favius, which deflxoyed Hercula- 
neum and Pompeii, is rendered ftill 
more famous by the death of Pliny, 
recorded by his nephew in his letter 
to Tacitus ; this event happened in 
the year 79 ; it is not yet then quite 
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feventcen hundred years fince Her* 
culaneum was fwallowed up : but 
we are informed by unqueftionable 
authority, that ** the matter which 
covers the ancient town of HercU'* 
laneum is not the produce of one 
eruption only ; for there are evident 
marks, that the matter of fix erup- 
tions has taken its courfe over that 
which lies immediately above the 
town, and was the caufe of its de- 
ftruftion. Thefe ftrata are either of 
lava or burnt matter, with veins of 
gcod foil betwixt them */' — I will not 
add another word upon this fubjcft ; 
except that the bilhop of the diocefe 

* Sec Sir William Hamihon's Remarks 
upon the Nature of the Soil of Naples and k» 
NeighbourJbood> in the Philof*. Tmnf. voL Ixi. 
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was not much out in his advice to Ca* 
nonico Recupero — to take care not 
to make his mountain older than 
Mofes ; though it would have been 
full as well to have (hut his mouth 
widi a reafon, as to have flopped it 
with the dread of an ecclefiafUcat 
cenfure. 

You perceive with what eafe a 
little attention will remove a great 
difficulty ; but had we been able to 
fay nothing in explanation of this 
phenomenon, we (hould not have 
acfted a very rational part in making 
our ignorance the foundation of our 
infidelity, or fuffering. a minute phi- 
lofopher to rob us of our religion. 

Your objeftions to revelation may 
be numerous; you may find fault 

M 3 witb 
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with the account ^hich Mo(es bn 
given of the creation and the fall ; 
you may not be able to get water 
enough for an univerfal deluge; nor 
room enough in the ark of Noah for 
all. the diflCerent kinds of aerial and 
terreftrial animals ; you may be dif- 
fatisfied with the command for fa- 
crificing of Ifaac, for plundering the 
Egyptians, ai?d for extirpating the 
Canaanites j you may find fault with 
the Jewilh oeconomy, for its cere- 
monies, its fdcrifices, and its multi- 
plicity of priefts ; you may obje<5l: to 
the imprecations in the Pfalms, and 
think the immoralities of David a 
fit fubjeft for dramatic ridicule *i 

you 

* See Salil et David Hyperdrame. 
Whatever cenfure the author of this compo- 

iitioa. 
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ymi may looi; upon the partiat pra^ 
•mulgation of Chr ifti^nity as an infu* 
perable objeftion to its truth, and 
waywardly rejeft the goodncfs of 
God toward yourfelves, becaufe you 
do not comprehend how you have 
deferved it more than others ; you^ 
may know nothing of the entrance 
of fin and death into the world by 
one man's tranfgreffion ; nor be able 
to comprehend the doftrine of the 
crofs and of redemption by Jefus 
Chrift ; in (hort, if your mind is fa 
difpofed, you may find food for your 
fcepticifm in every page of the Bible,, 
as well as in every appearance of na* 
ture ; and it is not in the power of 

fition may dcferve for his intention, the work 
kfelf deferves none ; its ridicule is too grofs Uk 
oiiflead even the ignorant*. 

any 
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any perfon^ but yourfelves^ to clear 
up your doubts ; you muft read^ and 
you muft think for yourfelves'; and 
you muft do both with temper, with 
candour, and with care. Infidelity 
is a rank weed -, it is nurtured by 
our vices, and cannot be plucked up 
as eafily as it may be planted : your 
difficulties with refped to revelation 
may have firft arifen from your own 
refledion on the religious indiffe- 
rence of thofe, whom, from your 
earlieft infancy, you have been ac- 
cuftomed to revere and imitate ; do- 
meftic irreligion may have made you 
a willing hearer of libertine conver- 
fation ; and the uniform prejudices 
of the world may have finifhed the 
bufinefs, at a very early age, and left 
you to wander through life, without 
a principle to diredt your conduft, 

and 
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and to die without hope* We are 
far from wifhing you to truft the 
word of the Clergy for the truth of 
your religion ; we beg of you to- 
examine it to the bottom, to try it, to 
prove it, and not to hold it faft iin- 
lefs you find it good* Till you are 
difpofed to undertake this tafk, it be- 
comes you to confider with great 
ferioufnefs and attention, whether it 
can be for your intereft to efteem a 
few witty farcafms, or metaphyfid 
fubtleties, or ignorant mifreprefea- 
tations, or imwarranted affertions, as 
unanfwerable arguments againft re* 
velation ; and a very flight refledioa 
will convince you, that it will cer- 
tainly be for your reputation to em* 
ploy the flippancy of your rhetoric^. 

and the poignancy of your ridicule* 

upoQ^ 
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upon any fubjcft rather than . upon 
the fubjeft of Religion. 

I take my leave with recommend^* 
ing to your notice, the advice which 
Mr. Locke gave to a young man 
who was defirous of becoming ac- 
quainted with the dodrines of the 
Chriftian religion. — ** Study the holy 
fcripture, efpecially the New Tefta- 
ment : therein are contained the 
words of eternal life. It has God 
for its author, falvation for its end, 
and truth without any mixture of 
error far its matter *." 



I am, Sec. 
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